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BOSTON and BRANCHES 


GET A PIECE OF THE ACTION IN DANSKINS® 


New from Danskin® in our 
Street Floor Exercise Shop: 
a complete line of sports 
clothes in the coolest, softest 
blend of cotton and Lycra’ 
with the fit and comfort of 
leotards and color coordi- 
nated in country club pastels 
of. pink, blue, yellow and 
white. 

Danskin leotards and tights 
Peibte mech ec tiiclelion 


Shown are: the Tennis Skirt, 
17.50; the Golf Skirt, 18.50: 
the Active Sports Leotard in 
T-shirt style, 15.00 or Zip- 
pered V-Neck style, 17.50. 


Mail and Phone Orders fill- 
ed. New phone order ser- 
vice: Mass. residents (out- 
side metropolitan Boston) 
dial direct ... TOLL FREE 1- 
800-882-2000. In the metro- 
politan Boston area dial di- 
rect 221-3131 or write Box 
191. Boston, Mass. 02101. 
Piease allow two weeks for 
delivery. No extra charge for 
delivery within our normal 
delivery area. There will be a 
handling charge for delivery 
outside our normal delivery 
area. Sales tax where appli- 
ror-}e}( =m Meo lelei ile) arcie 
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A Buyer's Guide to Bike Peddlers 


You should only know 


4 
gf 
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By John Ronan 

Bicycles are still the most ef- 
ficient means ever devised to 
change human energy into pro- 
pulsion. More and more enthus- 
iasts are finding that out. To 
keep them happy, over 36 mil- 
lion machines were manufactur- 
ed on the planet last year — six 
million in the US alone. 

Those numbers provide plen- 
ty of room for personal taste and 
budget, but choosing decent 
wheels also takes some technic- 
al savvy. 

The single most magic fact is 
this: buying a bike is buying a 
collection of components. It is 
like an already put-together 
sound system: this factory’s 
turntable, someone else’s amp, 
your woofer, my tweeter. 

The large ‘“‘manufacturers”’ 
(Raleigh, Fuji, Motobecane, At- 
ala, Bianchi, Peugeot, etc.) are 
really only assemblers. The com- 
ponent firms (Campagnola, Shi- 
mano, Dia-Compe, Weinmann, 
Universal, Mafac and others) 
make specialized parts only, 
never the whole cookie. 

For their lower lines, manu- 
facturers may make their own 
frames from their own tubing. 
For class bikes, they weld some- 
one else’s product. together. 
Then, the gears from France, 
wheels from Italy, brakes from 
Great Britain. It’s like a recipe. 

Unless you have the $1300 re- 
quired for a custom-ordered ve- 
hicle, buying a bike means look- 
ing for component quality. As 


TANT) 


with a sound system, you have to 
trade off advantages, balance 
the parts and emphasize ac- 
cording to taste. 

Gears are a good hunk to be- 
gin with since the first decision is 
number of speeds — three, five, 
10, 15. 

Three-speeders have been 
around for 50 years and are high- 
ly reliable, if fed their ration of 
oil. Called epicycle or planetary 
gears, they vary the speed at 
which the single rear sprocket ro- 
tates. This is the kind you might 
have had as a kid, with a little 
chain disappearing inside the 
rear hub. 

Because the gears are inside, 
grit and weather have little in- 
fluence. 

Raleigh, who bought out Stur- 
mey-Archer, the holders of the 
original patent, still produce a 
fine three-speed for about $100. 
Motobecane introduced a three- 
speed this year for $136. And 
there are others. 

All have one BIG disadvan- 
tage: with only three ratios, you 
can crack your ass going up hills. 

There are other drawbacks, 
too. For one, threes are not Mc- 
Luhan-cool. Second, the five- 
ten-fifteen derailleur systems, 
the ones with multiple sproc- 
kets in front and back, are eas- 
ier and more efficient. Most im- 
portant, while you can still pur- 
chase a good three-speed mach- 
ine, you lock yourself into lower- 
grade components. Major firms 
do not integrate top line ele- 


ments into their high-medium- 
low geared bikes. 

That leaves the deraillers — or 
derailleurs, if you are heading for 
the cycle events at the Montreal 
Olympics in 1976. Five speeds 
are not enough, however, and 15 
are too many — like trying to get 
change for a penny. Besides, 
manufacturers put their best 
and most varied component 
combos into 10-speed bicycles. 

As the name suggests, derail- 
leur gears operate by moving the 
drive chain on and off different 
sprockets — two at the pedal 
end, five on the rear hub. The 
large front sprocket, parlayed 
with the back five, is the “high” 
end — sweat and speed. The 
smaller sprocket, along with the 
back five, is the “low” end — 
slow and easy. 

Besides being the ultimate in 
t-shirt chic, Campagnolo of It- 
aly makes one of the best trans- 
mission systems. Separately, a 
Campagnolo component can cost 
over $85. Japanese gears, made 
by Shimano or Sun-Tour or 
others, have fine reputations. At 
Japanese prices, about $25. 

The pin link chains that trans- 
fer power from your hooves to the 
wheels are not such a complica- 
ted element. Many firms make 
respectable chains, selling any- 
where from $3 to $20. All stand 
up well, with oil and care. The 
reason is that chains, like the 
spoon, are design perfect. There 
isn’t much you can do with 
them. Some experimenters have 


tried to develop a plated, or so- 
called “dry” chain that would 
not require lubrication. For pur- 
ists, that would save mess and a 
fraction of an ounce, but the 
clean steel is not yet perfect. 

There haven’t been any late 
advances on the circle, either. 
Wheels are the way they’ve:been. 
But details can be important. 
Hubs, for instance. They hold 
the wheel to the frame in two 
possible ways: by quick-release 
lever, or by nuts and ‘washers. 
The lever is better but more ex- 
pensive. It operates by cam ac- 
tion, and the advantage is that 
you need no tools to remove a 
flat. Nuts are second best, hard- 
er to groove on, but cheaper — as 
low as six bucks. Wheels with 
quick-release hubs begin at four 
times that. 

The metal in the hub itself is 
important. The better products 
are a lightweight aluminum al- 
loy machined from a single piece 
of metal. The not-so-goods are 
steel, usually two or three pieces 
pressed together. 

Which brings us to a common 
cycle problem. The weight loss 
advantage that exotic alloys of- 
fer is obvious. Unfortunately, 
they are not as strong as steel, 
the simpler carbon-iron alloy. 


Engineering — machining and 


design — must make up for the 
trade-off. That means more dol- 
lars. 

Some of the money is worth it. 
When James Moore won the first 
road tour, from Paris to Rouen in 





Jeremy Elkin 


1869, he rode a 160-pound bicy- 
cle. No one envies him. But to- 
day, since the difference be- 
tween a 27-pound machine and a 
21-pound machine can mean 
hundreds of dollars, think about 
losing six pounds off your rear 
before buying rare metals. 

The same problem affects 
tires. The most durable, flat-re- 
sistant and cheapest ($4 to $10) 
tires use thick rubber at rela- 
tively low pressures — from 50 to 
90 pounds of air. But that also 
means weight and unnecessary 
friction. 

Tubular tires, the type that 
Tour de France champjon Ed- 
die Merckx might use, are light- 
er. They roll better because pres- 
sures top 100 pounds. The flip 
side is that they cost up to $40, 
are so thin that they ‘“‘bleed”’ air 
and must be refilled daily. They 
are also prone to flats. Talk it 
over with your checkbook. 

While you are doing that, here 
is one more wheelie for aficion- 
ados: it is possible to buy a front 
wheel with radial spoking — that 
is, spokes that attach to the hub 
perpendicularly instead of tan- 
gentially. 

In the 1800s inventors discov- 
ered that spokes had to be tan- 
gent to the drive hub, then on 
the front wheel in old high- 
wheelers or “‘ordinaries.’’ Other- 
wise, the spokes got bent as the 
hub, under power, moved slight- 
ly faster than the rim. 

Solving the problem not only 

Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

meant a change of design; it 
meant more spokes, which 
meant more wind resistance. To- 
day, some racers have radial 
front wheels. It weakens the 
structure, but since they are only 
coasting, forward wheels can get 
away with it — and get away 
faster. (At $50, radials can also 
weaken your wallet’s structure. 
Regularly spoked wheels start at 
$13.) 

Another discrete system, the 
brakes, stops the wheels. So you 
don’t run into old ladies and 
Schlitz trucks. Virtually the only 
type of brake available today is 
the caliper, in which two blocks 
of rubber squeeze equal and op- 
posite affection onto the side of 
the-rim. At least it should be 
equal and opposite. If it is not, 
wheels and brakes get fouled — 
and you hit the Schlitz truck. 

Squeeze the brake handles to 
see if the rubber hits the rim at 
the same time. Also, check the 
brake arms, the things that hold 
the rubber, to see how they are 
getting their power. A cable 
comes down to them but may be 
either clamped to the side, or 
split just above the center of the 
brake mount and attached to 
both sides. 

It is easier to apply equal 
power if power is available, 
equally, on both sides. This 
makes the center-pull system 
better, especially at more rea- 
sonable prices. The same results 
are possible with the side-pull 
system, but quality costs: over 
$60. A decent center-pull, say by 
Weinmann or Mafac, can be had 
for about $18. 

The wires that power both 
brake and gear systems are 
known as Bowden cables, named 
after the gentleman who invent- 


ed them. There is nothing novel 
to look for in the cables — 
they’ve stayed the same since 
Mr. Bowden came up with them 
about the turn of the century. 
‘In fact, the bicycle has not es- 
sentially changed since the 
1890s. It’s gotten smoother, for 
sure, but not different. One rea- 
son is simple. During the second 
half of the 19th century, many of 
Europe’s and America’s best 
minds were working on bicycle 


engineering. The Wright 


brothers were bike mechanics, 
remember? But that kind of 


mind has long since gone into 


computers and rockets and dope.” 


The immediate cause was the 
automobile — it killed the in- 
ventive effort and the industry. 
In the United States, the adult 
two-wheel market disappeared. 
Manufacturers, to survive at all, 
had to turn their products into 
toys for children. It’s a switch 
many have not recovered from. 
In Europe, where the machine 
always remained more impor- 
tant as transportation and sport, 
quality survived. Besides, most 
of the original development had 


taken place in Europe. 

. The bicycle was not truly “‘in- 
vented,”’ any more than we were. 
It evolved, as a potpourri of in- 
dividual insights still reflected in 
the component system. Kirkpa- 
trick Macmillan, a Scottish 
blacksmith, had a patent on a 
self-propelled, two-wheeled ve- 
hicle in the 1830s, and the 
“thing,”’ built after four years of 
research, was good enough to 
beat a carriage in a match race in 
1842. But the thing looked like it 
was from another ‘planet: it was 
driven by rods, had no gears, 





the brain. 


Manufacturer, 
Model, Price Brakes 
Motobecane, 
Grand Touring, 
$205 


Weinmann 


Raleigh, 
Super-Course, 
$190 


Weinmann 


Fuji, 
S-10S, 
$215 


Jeunet, 
“620,"" 
$179 


Peugeot, 
Trophee, 
$168 


Mafac 





Dia-Compe 


Wheeling and Dealing 


If you went out and bought components for a bicycle — which you can do — the cost would be con- 
siderable: sum of parts, plus assembling labor. But manufacturers do that for you and at cheaper 
prices because they do large volumes of business. 

Here’s a list of five bikes, all in the $200 neighborhood, that represent an informal survey of area 
shops. Each manufacturer-model entry is followed by a breakdown of major components to give an 
overview of how the system works. 

Note: these are not the only decent vehicles retailed, just among the best. Buy what you like, but be 
careful. Some slapdash factories turn out five different brands, all fancy decals over drainpipes. 

The important thing is to get out of the stuffy apartment air and onto a bike. It makes a breeze on 


Gears Frames Hubs 


Sun-Tour 


Reynolds 


Fuji 


Sun-Tour 


Alleges, 
Simplex* 


Simplex 


Simplex Peugeot 


* Tubing by Alleges, lugs by Simplex. 


Motobecane Normandy 


Normandy 


Sunshine 


Normandy 


Normandy 


Rims Tires 


Weinmann Michelin 


Raleigh 


Weinmann 


Silverstar 


Hutchinson 


Michelin 








could not free wheel and felt like 
it was made of iron. And it was. 

In the 1860s the Michaux fam- 
ily began production of its velo- 
cipedes in France, moving the 
crank to the front wheel and de- 
veloping freewheels and var- 
iable gears. The abilty to free 
wheel meant a rider could stop 
pedaling without removing both 
feet from the pedals. Later, he 
could start up again without 
having to synchronize his feet to 
the rotation of the cranks. 

James Starley, whose statue 
stands in Coventry, England, 
where Raleigh is located, en- 
larged the front wheel. His ver- 
sion of the bicycle is the an- 
tique’s eye view of a Gay 90s 
machine: huge front wheel, 
dime-sized rear. In fact, it was 
known as the “penny-farthing” 
in England, after the country’s 
largest and smallest coins. 

Mockery didn’t stop it. Star- 
ley’s bicycle was so common it 
became known, popularly, as the 
“ordinary.” 

The only trouble was that the 
“ordinary” wag ordinarily le- 
thal. It was difficult to mount 
and balance and quick stops 
meant a flight over the handle- 
bars. 

That’s why H.J. Lawson’s im- 
provements, leading to what we 
now recognize as the modern bi- 
cycle, earned his apparatus the 
nickname “safety.” 

Developed in the 1870s, Law- 
son’s safety bicycle had equal- 
radius wheels for stability and 
introduced endless chain, rear- 
wheel drive. Essentially, we are 
still riding safeties today, though 
the name has disappeared. 

Another development, as im- 
portant as any, was the dia- 
mond frame. It is basically the 
way it was 80 years ago, the most 
efficient and cheapest pattern 
from which to hang goodies. Like 
chains, it’s at design maturity — 
which means no one has been 

Continued on page 12 
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Cannonda 


went 
eg ¢ 


bicycling & backpacking 
equipment 


send for our new 1975 spring summer catalog 


CANNONDALE CORPORATION 
35 Pulaski St., Stamford, Connecticut 06902 











4 LEARN TO PLAY TENNIS 


By Enrolling in a Boston Ski & Sports Club Tennis Course. 
F OR THE AMAZING LOW PRICE OF $29 





The course includes 


A United States Sports Clubs’ beginners tennis course 
consists of three, 2-hour lessons (a total of six compre- 
hensive instruction hours) spaced over a three-week 
period, which enables the novice ample time to practice 
and digest what is learned at each lesson. You'll learn 
everything: the forehand, backhand, the serve. and 
scoring. 

Each 2-hour lesson is divided into two segments: the 
first hour is devoted to instruction, and the second hour 
to individual attention and practice. All you need is a 
tennis racquet and sneakers: and. since classes are 
informal. any type of comfortable clothing is fine. 

The course is taught in a systematic progression (i.e.. 
you learn the forehand in the first class. then review the 
forehand and learn the backhand during the second 
lesson. ete.). . 

The Graduated Teaching Method requires a friendly. yet 
professional relationship be established between yeu 
the student. and your instructors. It is therefore viti | 
important you attend each of the three classes. Yu 
cannot transfer to another course. once yOu have a 
tended the first class of the-course in which you are 
enrolled. nor are you allowed to participate in class | of 
one course. then class II of another course. Transfers 
from one course to another are only allowed providing 
you notify the Clubs’ office no later than ten days before 
the start of the course in which you originally enrolled. 


You'll learn to play tennis! 


We guarantee you'll learn to play tennis. If you don’t or 
if you are not satisfied with your progress under this 
program, we invite you to take the course again Abso- 


lutely Free. 


How to enroll in a course 


Both indoor and outdoor classes are available 
on weeknights and weekend days. Classes are 
held in every major Greater Boston community. 
Simply call the Boston Ski & Sports Club 
office in Brookline (Tel. 734-6726) to find out 
when courses will be starting where you live. 
You witl be given the dates and location of the 
courses. You will also be given the number of 
the course, which is most convenient for you. 
Write this course number on the Tennis 
Enrollment Form. Complete and miail this form 
with yout check for $29 (made payabie to the 


This way to the Tennis Courts - <= 


if more than one person is enrotling. make a facsimile of this form for each person 


How the course is taught 


The United States Sports Clubs believes tennis should 
be fun — not hard work. That's why three years ago we 
developed a revolutionary teaching technique to teach 
you to play tennis easily, quickly, and correctly. We callt 
it the Graduated Teaching Method. 


The Gradyated Teaching Method is a system which re- 
duces each stroke to simple mechanical operations. The 
student is taught to construct the stroke in gradual 
(graduated) stages by means of learning certain posi- 
tions through which the racquet is moved. These posi- 
tions are always related to landmarks in the court area. 
which are constant no matter where you play tennis 
Thus. the student becomes able to construct the correct 
stroke time after time, under any and all playing con- 
ditions. 

Old fashioned, conventional tennis instruction. on the 
other hand. tries to teach the student the entire stroke 
at once. omitting the Graduated Teaching Methods 
structured learning process. Because of this. it is far 
harder for the beginner to learn, takes a much longer 
period of time. and is more costly. 


Where lessons are held 


Classes are available now or will be starting soon in’ 
Arlington, Beverly, Billerica, Boston, Braintree, Brighton, 
Brookline, Burlington, Cambridge, Canton, Chelsea, 
Cohasset, Danvers, Dedham, Hingham, Lawrence, 
Lexington, Lincoln, Lynn, Lynnfield, Malden, 
Marblehead, Medford, Marshfield, Melrose, Milton, 
Needham, Newton, North Andover, North Reading, 
Peabody, Quincy, Randolph, Sharon, Somerville, 
Stoneham, Sudbury, Wakefield, Waltham, Watertown, 
Wayland, Weymouth, Winthrop, Woburn. 


SUZ, 
ey GA FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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CALL 734-6726 


ENROLLMENT FORM 





Boston Ski & Sports Ctub). You wilt receive . 
a confirmation admittance card by :eturn mat, 


LAST NAME (PLEASE. PRINT) 


€ FIRST MAME 





tion instructions to the teaching facility. If you 


APARTMENT NO 








wound tke additional information about the — city ; STATE RT ae 
terns courses, the Club's staff wilt. be most is 

happy to explain the program in detail, and TELEPHONE NO. (8-51 ‘AFTER 5: ia 
send you a ‘free brochure about the courses. | wish to be enrolled in Course Number______to be held in (City) stein 


The Club office 1s open from 9:00 AM until 
5 00 PM Monday through Friday.- 





Enclosed is my check for $ 


Mail to Boston Ski & Sports Club 
325 Harvard Street, Brookline, Ma. 02146 
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Finagles and Locks 


How to hang on to your bike 


By Michael Ryan 

A warm weekday afternoon at 
any local college. Two kids, may- 
be 13 or 14, white, male, ride a 
bicycle through the crowds of 
students and faculty members 
who loll on the grass, chatting 
and soaking up the sun. The 
teenager on the handlebars looks 
as if he may collapse the bike as 
it wheels crazily acorss the cam- 
pus, but the bike rights itself and 
moves on. 

A few minutes later, the teen- 
agers return, heading in the op- 
posite direction. This time 
around, each one has his own bi- 
cycle. They ride lazily off cam- 
pus, back to wherever they came 
from. In the rapture of a spring 
afternoon, nobody has paid them 
any mind. 

If a campus policeman had 
spotted them on their first trip 
across campus, he might have 
looked a bit more attentively at 
their activities than the stu- 
dents did. ““When our guys see 
two kids together on a bike 
around here,” says Robert To- 
nis, chief of the Harvard Uni- 
versity Police, “they can usually 
safely guess that these are bike 
thieves.” 

According to Tonis, the meth- 
od of operation of most bike 
thieves is fairly standardized. 
Two teenagers on a bike, one of 
them with a 24-inch boltcutter 
concealed on his body, make a 
leisurely inspection of the bike 


racks in a college area. When 
they see what they want, the one 
with the bolt-cutter jumps off, 
clips the chain on the bike, hops 
on and cycles off with his friend. 
Less than a minute elapses from 
the beginning of the procedure to 
its completion, there are no wit- 
nesses and the owner of the bi- 
cycle is left with nothing but a 
heavy padlock and a heavy, 
broken chain. 

The bicycle’s new owner, 
meanwhile, leaves the area with 
his booty and sells it — to a 
friend or relative, a casual ac- 
quaintance or even a total 
stranger. 

There are other stories on the 
street about bike thieves. Police 
and bicycle lock manufacturers 
have heard about organized 
gangs who prowl the streets at 
night in a truck, stealing bikes 
and taking them to a house, or 
warehouse, or an unscrupulous 
dealership, where they are re- 
sold to the public. Nobody is 
sure whether such gangs exist, 
and if they do, how many there 
are and how big. Certainly no 
one is doing time in Walpole for 
bicycle theft. But bicycle theft 
happens so often that a conspir- 
acy theory is a natural result. 

Thefts happen so often, in 
fact, that they are rarely report- 
ed. Tonis notes that the number 
of bicycles reported stolen at 
Harvard has not substantially 
increased over the past decade, 


and other law enforcement agen- 
cies corroborate his impression. 
In fact, he reports. Harvard stu- 
dents are so inured to the notion 
of losing their bicycles to thieves 
that a huge number of stolen bi- 
cycles recovered by the campus 
cops goes unclaimed every year 
and has to be sold at public auc- 
tion. Their owners, convinced of 
the futility of finding their bikes, 
never bothered to try. 

Bicycle theft, like any major 
social problem in a capitalist so- 
ciety, has spawned whole indus- 
tries designed to cope with it. 
The bicycle lock of days gone by 
is, of course, wholly inadequate 
when confronted with today’s 
modern tools. The simple, soft 
metal padlock or plastic-cov- 
ered wire loop which were the 
standard protection against theft 
for bike owners a decade or two 
ago are pitiful nowadays; they 
could, perhaps, thwart a child of 
less than 10 working with his 
hands — but little else. 

A recent MIT-sponsored stu- 
dy of bicycle theft showed that 
78 percent of the bicycles stolen 
on college campuses are locked 
in some fashion. The study also 
showed that 88 percent of the 
locked bicycles stolen are taken 
with bolt-cutters, a strong, so- 
phisticated tool that will cut 
through even heavy chains. 

And so, the bicycle buyer of 
the last decade learned his les- 

Continued on page 14 





FLANDRIA 


Fully lugged lightweight frame 
Chrome forks and stays 
simplex derailleurs 

Mafac Centerpull brakes 
Quick release alloy hubs 


‘169° 
1 REG. *199°° 





ITALIAN 10 SPEED 
Fully lugged Frame 
Center Pull Brakes 
Simplex derailleur 


CARRARO 


99” ae 


nie, [pace 140° OnLy $99* 





tweight Lugged F 
REG. £135 ®Racing Saddle & iendiebare 
@Simplex Derailleurs 


Hubs 


SCANSPORT 


ULTRA LIGHT 10 SPEED 
Dura Ace Cotterless alloy crank — alloy frame — 
simplex derailleurs — center pull brakes — alloy 
rims, stem and handle bars — racing saddle — 
shimano 1 piece alloy hubs 


“16 








FLANDRIA 


MEN’S & LADIES’ 5 SPEEDS 
fully lugged 


light weight frame 
simplex derailleur $4 44°" 
Weinmann side REG. 


pull brakes 
touring handle bars $139 





VISIT OUR ALL NEW 


TENNIS PRO SHOP HEAD 


Dunlop 








adidas =44 
VARSITY 


Sharp Looking 
All Purpose Shoe 
At A Low Price 


TENNIS BALLS 
$ 1 99 PER LIMIT 1 DOZ. 





TRETORN 


TENNIS NYLITE 


eCanvas Nylon — 
} eFeather-light 
19° *Composition Sole 


with Non-Slip Patters 





HALF PRICE 


STRINGING WITH 
PURCHASE OF ANY 





RACQUET-GUT INCLUDED 
CAN PER CUST. (Exception Victor Imperial Gut) 


PUMA N 





CLYDE 


eUppers of Top Grade 
Suede Leather 
eSponge Innersole 
and Arch Support 


adie 


20% 140% ore 


ALL FIRST QUALITY 





CORTEZ 


eTraining and Warm 
Up for All Sports 


eSteer Leather Upper 
26” eSoft Sponge Rubber 24° 


innersole 











SKI MARKE 





860 COMMONWEALTH AVE. 777% 
BOSTON (RED, WHITE & BLUE 


ACROSS FRO 
MON.-FRI. 10- 


BAC MASTERCHARGE 


M B. me SHOP 
10 SAT. TILL 6 





















Women everywhere are discovering the ben- 
efits of sports: exercise, endurance, skill, self- 
canfidence and the thrill of competition. 


They're discovering the healthy, free feeling of 
participating in sports, with greater vigor and 
delight than ever before. 


As you'll discover, womenSports keeps you in- 
formed on women’s activities in all sports 
arenas. We tell you how women feel when they 
are competing and how they react when they’re 
on the sidelines. We bring you in-depth person- 
ality profiles and thoughtful analysis of trends, 
controversies and phenomena. We present 
events, adventure, instruction and tips on 
equipment, clothing and travel. 


FREE 


Please enroll me as a subscriber and send me my FREE can of 
womenSports tennis balls. 


[1] 1 year—12 issues for $8.95:(a $3.05 saving off the regular 
newsstand price). 
ME419 


womenSports tennis balls also available separately. 
Please sendme___cans at $3.00 apiece ($2.50 + 50c postage per can) 
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Subscribe today! Receive a FREE can of 


yellow tennis balls — Spalding’s new, improved 
championship-grade balls manufactured for womeroports 


with our compliments, a can of womeroports. yellow 
tennis balls manufactured by Spalding with this offer. 
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Not only do we cover professional and competi- 
tive sports like tennis, skiing, drag racing, bas- 
ketball and bowling, but we bring you sports like 
hiking, biking, jogging and body surfing, in which 
women participate just for the fun of it. 

Our regular features include: Advice from 


Sports Pros — Janie Blalock, Suzy Chaffee, Bil- 
lie Jean King, Sandra Haynie; Foremothers, 


articles on great women athletes of the past; 


Sedentary Sports like backgammon, chess and 
bridge; a Sport Calendar with a focus on 
women’s events; a Hea/th column to help you 
Stay fit. 


Subscribe now, and every month womenSports 
will be an important issue in your life. 


FREE 


Please enroll me as a subscriber and send me my FREE can of 
womenSports tennis balls. 


1] 1 year—12 issues for $8.95 (a $3.05 saving off the regular 
newsstand price). 
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Repair to Your Home 


The bike you save. may be your own 


By Mike Baron 

From the ground up, the fol- 
lowing measures should be ob- 
served in preparing your bicycle 
for spring riding. First, the 
wheels and tires must be in good 
working order. An examination 
of the tires will reveal a surpris- 
ing number of problems related 
to the whole bike. The tread 
should be worn evenly all the 
way around. Peculiar bald 
patches indicate maladjusted or 
improperly used brakes. If the 
tread is worn unevenly from side 
to side, the wheel is not properly 
mounted and should be trued. 

Wheels are easy to true right 
on the bike, because their posi- 
tion can be observed simply by 
rotating the wheel and seeing if 
it tracks smoothly and evenly be- 
tween the brake pads. If your 
bike has side-pull brakes, pads 
on one side of the wheel might be 
closer than those on the other, 
but this doesn’t matter when 
checking balance or the true- 
ness of the mount. The wheel 
should rotate with the same, 
even distance between the side 
and one brake pad at all times. If 
the wheel wobbles, it is easily 
straightened with a spoke 
wrench, available for 50 cents 
from any bike shop. True the 
wheel simply by tightening ap- 
propriate spokes to close gaps 
that are too wide: 

You must also check to see 
that the wheel itself is in good, 
tight condition. Strum the 


spokes as you would a harp. If 
any are loose, they can be 
tightened with the spoke wrench 
until all are of even tautness. 
Sometimes, it takes a bit of 
hassling to get all the spokes 
tight and align the wheel, but it’s 
well worth the effort as most 
single-vehicle bike accidents ori- 
ginate with a malfunction of the 
wheels, tires or brakes, which are 
all interrelated. 

When changing a flat tire or 
switching tires, it is an excellent 
idea, after cleaning the inside of 
the tire and the wheel rim, to rub 
talcum powder all over the in- 
ner tube. This prevents the tube 
from kinking up when being in- 
flated. You should also thor- 
oughly inflate the tire and de- 
flate it once before inflating 
again so as to remove any 
wrinkles. 

Brake pads should show even 
signs of wear; sometimes, side- 
pull brakes wear unevenly. If the 
pads are in good shape, they can 
be switched from one side to the 
other without risk. If the pads 
are unevenly worn front to back, 
they are improperly mounted 
over the wheel and need to be re- 
aligned where they are mounted 
to the frame. Naturally, exces- 
sively worn brake pads should be 
replaced. 

It is a bad habit, but many cy- 
clists still rely on only one of 
their brakes; this is easily the 
most dangerous mistake a cy- 
clist can make. Always use both 


brakes at the same time. Front 
and rear brakes should be ad- 
justed to the same relative 
springiness so that they take 
equal amounts of effort to oper- 
ate. Otherwise, you will have un- 
balanced braking. It is possible 
to improve brake performance 
by lubricating inside the brake 
cable. Since those cables are nas- 
ty things with which to hassle, 
you can avoid removing the 
cable from its sheath simply by 
tilting the bike so that whatever 
oil you add will run downhill. 
Then put a few drops of your fav- 
orite down the cable’s gullet. I 
use ‘‘three-in-one”’ myself. A real 
tricky bikester will obtain a hy- 
podermic syringe to make sure 
all the oil goes in the cable. 
Many people shy off playing 
with their gear shifting mech- 
anisms because they think these 
simply mechanical contrivances 
are a pain in the neck. Ha! Com- 
pared to the wheel bearings, the 
derailleur is about as complica- 
ted as a paper clip. It’s easy to 
adjust five and 10-speed derail- 
leurs so that they shift evenly, 


without danger of slipping. Half 


the time, gear slippage can be 
traced to loose gear-shift levers. 
Always — always — check the 
little wing nuts which hold the 
gear-shift lever to the frame. 
Make sure those nuts are 
tightened as much as possible, 
while still allowing relative ease 
in shifting. 

If your bike has a tendency to 


go off the gears when shifting, re- 
sulting in a messy chain trapped 
between gear and guard plate, it 
is probable that the gear cable 


has too much free play and can~ 


be adjusted at either end. I re- 
commend adjusting the cable at 
the derailleur by measuring the 
play necessary for that final 
shift, without allowing enough 
play for the chain to move off the 
gears. Just tighten er up. 

If you’ve got a crummy, fil- 
thy, disgusting derailleur, you 
can clean it in gasoline. Drop the 
whole thing in a tin of gas and let 
her sit overnight. There isn’t 
anything in it that will rot. A 
toothbrush makes an excellent 
cleaning tool for those hard-to- 
get spots. You can take this op- 
portunity to check for signs of ex- 
cessive wear in the derailleur. If 
the little nylon discs over which 
the chain slides are wobbly or 
unevenly worn, the derailleur is 
probably too loose and needs to 
be tightened at all joints. Bikes 
are pretty flimsy contrivances, 
after all, and trundling over the 
streets of Boston could shake 
anything loose. Always check all 
nuts and bolts for tightness. 

Grab a pedal firmly in one 
hand and see if you can wobble it 
laterally. It shouldn’t wobble. If 
it does, get ready to replace bear: 
ings. Likewise, check the handle- 
bar arm and the wheel hubs. 
Some people replace their own 
bearings, but these people are 
most likely PhDs in engineering 


who have been practicing Zen 
meditation for most of their 
lives. I do not recommend that 
the average bike enthusiast at- 
tempt to change his own bear- 
ings. However, if you insist, do it 
by the book. There are 4 num- 
ber of excellent repair manuals 
available; I have been using The 
Complete Book of Bicycling by 
Eugene Sloane and recommend 
it without reservation. . 

So much for basic mainten- 
ance. Now, let us consider cos- 
metics. So your bike looks like it 
was left under a pine bush all 
winter? You can repaint that 
chassis yourself. If you’re going 
to repaint the whole thing, you 
might as well reduce it to its bare 
components. So take off the 
wheels, derailleurs, running gear 
and seat; sand it down with 4350 
or 400 wet or dry sandpaper, 
clean it off and spray paint it. 
But paint it slowly, in shallow 
coats. Take your time building 
up the paint until the chassis is 
smoothly, evenly covered. Then 
let it sit at least 24 hours before 
even looking at it. 

When the paint has dried, the 
frame must be waxed. Don’t use 
a car wax, use a floor wax. John- 
son’s space-age acrylic is about 
the best, but any strong, indus- 
trial floor wax will serve. This 


~ wax will set the paint more firm- 


ly than any car wax and will pro- 

tect the finish much longer. 
After replacing the hardware, 
Continued on page 14 





The 
Tennis Center 


S A 100 Mass. Ave. 
i Boston ozus 
4 


(617) 
247-3051 


e Practice Time 


® Lessons 
® Lounge 
® Pro Shop 


At the Tennis Center, you can hit 300 balls every half-hour 
— to get used to tennis again for the summer or to get rid of 


a glitch in your backhand. 


PECIAL GROUP LESSONS FOR 
THE SUMMER 


—CALL US AT 247-3051— 


At the corner of Mass. Ave. and Newbury Street 
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Itra-high Security Lock 


The “CITADEL” is tne ONLY bicycle lock that will stop both bolt- 
cutters and hacksaws. Also, freon, shearcutters, hammers, prybars, 
cablecutters, jacks and files are no match for the “CITADEL’s” 1/2 
TatetaMmcalaelelelatial-leel-lal-eM-]1(¢) Mmel-le-s 

If you can’t afford to lose your bike, you can’t afford to be 
without a “CITADEL” 


get the Golden “Citadel” at: 


ARLINGTON 

The Bicycle Corner 

916 Massachusetts Avenue 
BEDFORD 

King Cycle 

198 Great Road 

BELMONT 

Biketown 12 Brighton Avenue 
BOSTON 

Beacon Hill Bike Shop 

303 Cambridge Street 
Bicycle Peddler 

832 Commonwealth Avenue 
The Boston Bike Shoppe 

50 Berkeley Street 

Eastern Mountain Sports 
1041 Commonwealth Avenue 
International Bicycle Center 
70 Brighton Avenue 
Laughing Alley Bicycle Shop 
51 Harvard Avenue 

Ski Market. 

860 Commonwealth Avenue 


Brookline 

Brookline Cycle Shop 

324 Washington Street 
Cambridge 

The Bicycle Exchange 

3 Bow Street 

The Bicycle Workshop 

233 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge Cycle Mart 
1108 Cambridge Street 
Herson Cycle 

1250 Cambridge Street 
Life Cycle 

1013 Massachusetts Avenue 
Revolutions 

1743 Massachusetts Avenue 
Canton 

Steve’s Bike Barn 

126 Norfolk Street 
Chicopee 

Apollo Bicycle Center 

476 Springfield Street 


Dedham 

Dedham Bike & Leather 
403 Washington Street 
Dorchester 

A&M Bike Shop 

923 Dorchester Avenue 
Franklin 

Cycle Cellar 

1 Summer Street 

Hull 

Allerton Bike Shop 
812 A Nantasket Avenue 
Lincoln 

Lincoln Guide 

Lincoln Road 

Malden 

Wheel Dealer 

339 Main Street 
Manchester 

Sea Side Cycle 

23 Elm Street 





Medfield 

Town & Country Bicycles 
505 Main Street 

Natick 

Natick Bicycle Shop, Inc. 
222 W. Central Street 
Northboro 


Everybody's Bicycle & Hobby Shop 


168 Main Street 

Norton 

The Bicycle Barn 

88 W. Main Street 
Quincy 

Bicycle Revival of Quincy. 
146 Parking Way 
Randolph 

Bikes and Things 

410 Center Street 
Revere 

Central Cycle 

Route |, 195 Squire Road 


Rockland 

Dr. Mel's Bicycle Hospital 
149% Union Street 
Somerville 

Park Sales & Service 
510 Somerville Avenue 
Southbridge 
Southbridge Bicycle Shop 
234 Hamilton Street 
South Dartmouth 
Dartmouth Cyclery 
596 Dartmouth Street 
Stoneham 

City Cycle 

286 Main Street 
Wellesley 

St. Moritz 

476 Washington Street 
Worcester 

The Bike Shoppe 

235 Lincoln Street 





PAGE -TEN') MAY 6 1975, BICYCLES AND TENNIS, TRE BOSTON PHOENIx ° 


Different | 
Spokes for 
Different Folks 


Straight dope from three bike addicts 


By Jeanne Umana 
Once upon a time, there was a stigma attached to cycling. Accord- 


ing to Dr. Ralph Galen, president of the Charles River Wheelmen, a 
cycling club in Cambridge, ‘the only ones riding bicycles a while 
back were kids, cheapskates and the lower classes. The auto was in 
and the bike was out. Today, the stigma is a status symbol.” 

Not satisfied with mere status, however, there are those folks who 
are legitimate bike nuts. The cycle addicts on these pages are ob- 
viously proud of their obsession. Searching for a common bond, we 
found that each was college-educated and that their jobs supported 
their habit. For example, take health enthusiast Dave Carey, presi- 
dent of the North East Bicycle Club for racers and holder of the 
Massachusetts Time-Trial Championship for 1974. His apartment is 
a veritable workshop of tires, half-assembled bikes and spokes which, 
in effect, make invisible the one bit of evidence that marks his pro- 
fession: an architect’s drawing table. 

Like Dave, Ilene Lang is quite serious about keeping fit — some- 
thing bicycling allows her to do when she is not managing The Big 
Picture, a photo-enlarging shop in Cambridge. 

Tinkerer Sheldon Brown, our other bike junkie, dispenses his 
technical know-how at the Boston Center for Adult Education, where 
he pumps up the bike both literally and verbally. Sheldon also re- 
pairs bikes — as well as cameras. 

All our cyclists possess a healthy aggressiveness, an independence 
which allows them to take off on long cycling jaunts, braving the ele- 
ments and unknown mishap. You can do the same on May 24-26 if 
you so desire when UMass-Amherst hosts GEAR (Great Eastern Ral- 
ly). For info, contact Ralph Galen at 876-8637. 


because it’s such a perfect adap- 
tation of form to function. I 
mostly photograph people riding 
bicycles. In that case, you’re 
dealing with a unit of machine 
and rider. It’s.very integral. I 
also like to capture speed in 
bicycle racing. I'll use a medium 
telephoto lens, sometimes long, 
and they tend to compress 
perspective, making the riders 
appear closer together. I’ve also 
found that the best effects are 
obtained using low. camera 
angles. I usually photograph 
from a prone or ground position. 
I won't even own an 
automobile. For the last seven 
years, I haven’t owned a car. I 
find a bike adequate for all my 
transportation needs. I commute 
daily from Watertown Square to 
downtown Boston. Tomorrow, 
I'm leaving for Europe and in- 
tend to travel from London to 
Istanbul, part of the way by 
bicycle. The thing about bicycles 
is that they are one of the few 
mechanical devices built on be- 
ing user-serviceable. When I 
ride, I carry a six-inch wrench, a 


‘patch kit for tires, tire irons, 


uapoged 4D 


Sheldon with his modified single-speed Raleigh 


Sheldon Brown: 

I’m obsessed with bicycles. I 
guess my courtship began some- 
where back in high school in the 
Marblehead town dump. I got 
my start hanging around there 
and noticing all the parts people 
threw away. I discovered how to 
get spending money from put- 
ting parts together into bicycles 
and selling them. Today, I have 





Only 


You get padded 
ands collie 


You get special 
cushioned teieeneli 


Sy 


at Thom McAn. 
Only ‘16.99 


Who says an authentic pair of sports shoes has to be expensive? Not 
Thom McAn. Jox, the All-American sports shoes, are built for high per- 
formance or just easy walking. Jox are available in a great selection of 


styles and sporting colors. 
Only at Thom McAn. 


Who needs expensive shoes, when you've got Thom McAn? : 


ThomWrAn 


a whole cellar full of bicycles, 
none of them remotely re- 
sembling one you can buy in a 
store. I put them together myself 
when I come upon the parts. I 
still do a lot of garbage-can 
watching. 


I also photograph and my work 
has been sold to magazines and 
displayed locally. The bicycle is 
beautiful if you believe form 
follows function. For example, 
with a racing car you’re dealing 
with a super power source, so you 
can dress it up with a silver 
stripe or what not. Because a 
bicycle is such a limited power 
source, there’s only so much 
space available. Its beauty is its 
simplicity. The bicycle’s ef- 
ficiency has evolved to a point 
where very few other machines 
have. Others don’t have 
limitations like the bike does. 
There’s an aesthetic value 


usually a jack-knife with a good 
screwdriver blade, and a pump. 
With my tools I could fix virtual- 
ly everything that could go 
wrong. I’m completely self- 
sufficient. I don’t need gas 
stations or repair shops. It’s like 
getting something for nothing. 
Also, it makes you healthier at 
the same time and of course, it’s 
less destructive to the environ- 
ment. 

I believe cycling has improved 
my lifestyle. After college I low- 
ebbed it with the bike. I became 
a heavy smoker and became 
overweight. Then around 1968, I 
decided to change all this. I 
started riding again. Inevitably, 
most people get into the same 
trap. Another thing is that the 
bicycle is the most efficient 
means of land transportation yet 
conceived. Our country’s living 
in a fool’s paradise of energy 
abundance. We're addicted to 
the most inefficient means of 
transportation developed. Clear- 
ly, this profligacy of energy can’t 
be sustained ‘cause oil’s running 
out and prices are going up. The 
bicycle is the answer. It’s 
possibly the ideal urban means 
of transit. 
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Dave with his Gitane 10-speed training bike 
David Carey: 

I didn’t even learn to ride a bike until I was in the fifth grade. It 
was a three-speed J.C. Higgins from Sears, I think. From then on, I 
was driven by the simple fantasy of the sport. Even through high 
school, I never gave it up. In college, I bought a 10-speed in Sears; 
that was before the craze. When I moved to Boston, I finally bought a 
French model, a Gitane. I searched around for other cyclists and join- 
ed the Charles River Wheelmen, which is for recreational riding. 
Through them, I found out about the North East Bicycle Club. 

Cycling has had a major impact on my life, I guess. I’m up at six, 
ride to work, change at work, change after work, then cycle home. My 
rides to work average 10 miles round trip, with an extra 15-30 miles 
padded on by the end of the day. On weekends I put in longer mile- 
age. I keep a log. 

There are two kinds of racing I do. One is “Mob Starts” (which is 
actually ‘“‘Mass Start”) and the other is time trials. In Mass Start, 
everyone starts at the same time and travels as a group. Wind resis- 
tance is a big factor, so you stay behind someone and try to conserve 
your energy that way. Everyone tries to be coy and hide behind some- 
one else. Yet, being aggressive, getting out ahead is what actually 
wins a race. Sometimes, we’re as little as inches apart. You have to 
trust people around you. Often it’s the team support that pulls you 
along. 

Time trials, on the other hand, are races against the clock. They 
send riders at one-minute intervals along a prescribed course. It’s 
usually a loop, ending at the same place it started. Each person is 
timed over the same distance. The effort is completely independent, 
with no interpersonal tactics. It’s sometimes called the ‘race of 
truth.”’ A typical distance is 25 miles. I’ve done the nationals in one 
hour and 13 seconds on a flat course. 

Sports shouldn’t be taken too seriously, yet they show you life in 
microcosm. As with life, you can grow in character or be ruined, de- 
pending on the decisions you have to make. During a race you’re con- 
stantly faced with decisions, constantly making interpersonal con- 
tacts. Racing is real life. It’s also an art form, a means of expression, 
and doing for the sake of doing, as opposed to being a means to 
another end. The whole thing is to do your best. You learn by your 
failure, but no failure is crushing. You compete with yourself each 
time. 


uePOMeD NID 


Ilene Lang: 

When I’m riding, all I think of 
is riding, the release from ten- 
sion, the workout. All I think 


_ about is getting over that hill, 


keeping up with someone in front 
of me. I’m very competitive, I 
think, because I’m not as strong 
as the other people. I pant a lot, 
but I work. 

One reason I’m interested in 
cycling is that ’'m emotionally 
and physically worn out from my 
job. Cycling is an outlet. Ironic- 
ally, my enthusiasm for both 
photography and cycling came 
at about the same time. Two 
years ago, I broke my leg. My 
husband is an equipment freak 
as well as a photographer. I com- 
missioned him to get me a good 
recovery machine, so he got me a 
10-speed. At the same time, I 
was setting this place-up. I didn’t 
get really enthusiastic about cy- 
cling until we joined the Charles 
River Wheelmen. When we 
went, people were going at all 
different speeds. Instead of Ed 
and I struggling with our differ- 
ent speeds alone, he could go off 
as fast as he wanted and I could 
go as slow as I wanted, and still 
be with someone. 

There's a definite sense of ac- 
complishment in bicycling. 
When you get over a hill, you 
have accomplished something 
immediate, and it doesn’t in- 
volve a lot of practice like with 
sports where you spend so much 
time hating the practice or get- 
ting bored by it. If you’re not in 
racing, you can do lots without 
necessarily having to go into ex- 
tra preparation and training. 
You can still feel proficient. 

I’ve bicycled as much as 120 
miles from Lincoln to South 
Gardner round trip, spending 
most of the 11 hours with just 
one other person. A typical Sun- 
day morning ride goes like this: I 
generally eat little — fruit or 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX, BICYCLES AND TENNIS, MAY 6, 1975 / PAGE ELEVEN 


llene with 10-speed Fuji “Finest” 


orange juice. Some people grab 
McDonald’s hamburgers on the 


‘way, but I can’t handle that. I 


put on my bicycle shorts and jer- 
sey if it’s summer, and my 
warm-up suit if it’s fall. I put on 
ski underwear if it’s winter. And 
everybody’s getting into hel- 
mets to avoid concussions. We 
pump our tires, attach spare 


tires to the bikes and water 
bottles, and either we bike to the 
appointed place or we drive with 
the bikes, if it’s outside of Rte. 
128 or somewhere on the South 
Shore. The tenor of the ride de- 
pends on who’s out — some- 
times, the rides are more soci- 
able, sometimes more aggres- 
sive. 
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. The Most ssidaliiting! 
approach to Tennis Equipment 


51 Years Experience 
Custom Restringing 
Largest Selection of rackets 
in the area 


Tennis Footwear RUGBY SHIRTS 
$15.95 


Tretorn Top-Sider 
Converse Head 
Rt. 1A Wenham, Mass. 468-3745 
67 Mt. Auburn St., Harvard Sq. 864-8800 





TOUR THE WORLD C ON TWO WHEELS 





THE BIKE SHOP = 


Eastern Mountain Sports, Inc. 


1041 Commonwealt 
Boston, Mass. 02215 


The Bike Shop has a full 
selection of touring bicycles 
and accessories as well as its 
complete service facilities. 
Beginning in May, 
clinics will be hel 
every Tuesday and 


P.M. 
Thursday. 


Hours: 9-9 Weekdays, 9-5 


eATALA, MOTOBECANE, 
MASERATI BICYCLES 
eBELLWETHER PACKS 
eLIGHT WEIGHT 
CAMPING EQUIPMENT & 
SUPPLIES 

eBICYCLING CLOTHING 


(617) 254-4250 


repair 
at 7:00 


Avenue 


:30 Saturday 


LIGHTWEIGHT BICYCLING SERIES 


ow ednesday, 


May 28, 1975 — 7:00 P.M. 


— FREE ADMISSION 


A program on Bike Ways has been put together by Larry Krasner of the 


eMonday, June 2, 1975 — 
“Winning The Yellow Jersey 


New England Sierra Club 
7:30 P.M. 


-FREE ADMISSION 
’ — A bike racing film about The Tour of Ireland 
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THE WESTON RACQUET CLUB 


Announces 
The Opening of the 1975 Summer Season 
June 2 to September 14 


“ 
“ 


With New Outdoor Facilities and Programs 
for the Discriminating Tennis Aficionado 


© 8 lighted championship outdoor courts 
e restored country mansion (circa 1880) clubhouse 
e terraced sundecks and patio 
© heated swimming and whirl pools 
© food service bar @ tournaments e tennis socials 
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Membership Inquiries Invited 


\ 
Ha 


132 West Street 890-LOVE 


Fifteen minutes from Faneuil Hall. Boston 
Exit 48, Route 128 
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$5 OFFI 


ANY KABUKI BICYCLE 
with this ad. 






































Gilchrist, Exclusive Dept. 
Store Distributor for 
Bridgestone Kabuki Bicycles 


LADIES’ “SUPER SPEED” 


KABUKI HAS SOMETHI 


; quilted 
B. MEN’S 10-SPEED WITH DISC BRAKES 


169.95* 


A. MEN’S “SUPER” 10-SPEED BICYCLE — 
steel tube frame, 27’’ wheels, Dia Compe alloy centerpull brakes, Shimano derailleurs, 


— “Skyway”’ with dual braking systems for 
safety —rear Bridgestone Disc Brakes and Dia Compe front centerpull brakes. 27’ wheels, 
quilted saddle and black taped dropped handlebars 

C. “SUBMARINER” MEN’S 10-SPEED — Features die cast stainless frame with quick- 


release front wheel, Suntour derailleurs, power stem shifter, light alloy Dia Compe center- 
pull brakes, 27” wheels, racing saddle and light alloy drop handlebars 


Bicycles, Eighth Floor Boston, Brockton, Quincy, Saugus, Stoneham. *includes assembly 
and adjustment by expert bicycle mechanics. 
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NG FOR EVERYONE 


A popular men’s bicycle with a high tensile 


racing saddle and light alloy drop handlebars. 














Continued from page 4 
able to think of a better one. 

So where’s the diamond? 

It is made of three triangles, 
the largest and first being the 
one you straddle, made of the 
frame’s large tubing. The other 
two hold the rear wheel, one on 
either side. Visually, from the 
side, the triangles appear to be 
only two; together, they form a 
diamond. 

Since we are talking about 
your bike’s bones, what do you 
look for? 

Good, but not great, tubing, is 
seamed, straight-gauged steel. 
That is, steel rolled into pipe and 
welded, with the thickness of the 
metal the same from end to end. 
Most firms use their own tubing 
on machines over $100. Above a 
certain cutoff point, usually just 
above $200, they assemble out- 
siders’ tubing. 

Reynolds Tube Co. (of Eng- 
land, not to be confused with the 
aluminum people) and Colum- 
bus are generally recognized as 
the outstanding tubing manu- 
facturers in Europe. The best 
frames commonly available will 
bear a tiny, inch-square decal 
just under the seat, telling you 
the frame is made from Rey- 
nolds or Columbus double-butt- 
ed tubes. Double-butted means 
the metal-is thicker at the ends, 
for strength at joints. Which, by 
the way, should be “‘lugged”’ or 
braced by metal casings that the 
tubes fit into. 

The highest quality metal, for 
strength and lightness, is mag- 
nesium-molybdenum or chrome- 
molybdenum, both fairly exotic 
steel alloys. Again, the alloy is 
more expensive ($200+); high- 
carbon, straight-gauge steel is 
cheaper ($125), but heavier. You 
can compromise by getting 
double-butted steel, or straight- 
gauge alloy for the main triangle 
only, with forks in steel. 

If you won the lottery recent- 
ly, you might try a new ad- 
vance: titanium. Strong but ex- 
tremely lightweight, a titanium 
frame can run $450. There are a 
handful of bikes on the market 
which incorporate the titanium 
frame, all in the $1000 class. 

You could also try looking for 
plastic frames — a few were ac- 
tually built. They were cocktail 
chatter a couple of years ago and 
promised strength with the 
weight of moonbeams. But de- 
velopment problems killed the 
dream machine. For one thing, 
the frames proved too flexible. 
Pedaling bent them out of shape. 
The company went under, and 
the plastic cycle is in limbo. 

A last point about frames: 
choose a correct size. There are 
four standard varieties: 19 in- 
ches, 21, 23 and 24, the measure- 
ments taken from the top of the 
seat tube to the center of the 
crank (pedal) axle. 

Straddling the bar, there 
should be two or three inches of 
play between it and your organ. 
Don’t go macho and buy a size 
too large. If the perfect fit is be- 
tween standard models, drop 
one. 

Less glamorous than the 
frame, but just as necessary, are 
the lowly pedals. What you don’t 
see is the key: the bearings that 
make them rotate. Nylon is com- 
mon and less expensive but 
tends to get sloppy. Steel is 
superior. 

You should know that the “rat 
trap,” or thin metal pedals are 
lighter than rubber and hold the 
sole better. Later, if you’re really 
into bikes, you can have toe clips 
added to any rat trap pedal. 
That will give you 360 degrees of 
power. 

Seats, or saddles, are either a 
rubber compound or leather. 
The latter absorbs perspiration 
and becomes molded to individ- 
ual shapes. Rubber or vinyl 
doesn’t, but it can be easily 
cleaned and generally beat up. A 
popular compromise is rubber 
covered with suede for the best of 
both worlds. 





RST ASTAT EON 





Protect your bike from the toughest monkeys. 


A “)\ 


e 


Its a jungle out there. 


So we've devised a lock to drive any 
would-be bicycle thief bananas. Our 
Kryptonite” lock is the World's 
strongest deterrent to bike theft. 
rol e-bbel (=1-1-1¢o1-) Mole) elie ab lolslopeMdebcolele set 
foletar- tele m-Wabbeleisloyel.Vmerb aa steleml e)¢-lel 4-1: 
included that mounts on any stem 
of the frame. Kryptonite" has been 


K KBL Corporation, 95 Freeport Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02122 


or" 


recommended for 

combat in the bicycle 

war by Whole Earth Cat- 

alog, Playboy, Harper's and 
Jagcbcctel-\/C-lef-VAtel=1 

Keep the monkey off your bike with 
Kryptonite” After all, when you've 
fofolmeleyoy-)eret-telt-bele Ws Gbelems Gepelemol-y-1a 
who else is there? Distributor 
inquiries invited. 


KRYPTONITE 


Available at Quality Bike Shops. 
Reproductions of this ad available as Posters 
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Theft 


Continued from page 6 

son. After having a bicycle or two 
stolen out from under him (this 
pedaler has lost three in the past 
five years), the urban bike own- 
er turned to sturdier means of 
protection. He gave up the old- 
fashioned bike lock and bought 


himself a heavy chain of case- 
hardened steel, and a case-hard- 
ened padlock as well. He smirk- 
ed as he locked his $200 French 
ten-speed to the bicycle rack and 
surveyed all the silly people with 
their cheap locks who sur- 
rounded him. And his face fell 
when he returned to find his 
case-hardened ‘chain, the 10- 
pound monster which put a per- 


pedalled along, lying in pieces on 
the ground before him. At this 
point, he gave up riding a bi- 
cycle forever. 

There are alternatives, of 
course, and most of them do not 
involve riding around with a 20- 
pound, case-hardened chain. 
Case-hardened steel, it devel- 
ops, is not the ultimate in bike 
protection. Although for years it 
was recommended by bicycle 


manent crick in his neck as he 




















TO MAKE US NUMBER 1 
AGAIN ANOTHER HUGE SHIPMENT OF 
BRAND NAME SNEAKERS 


From America’s Best Names ... We Have the Quality, selection, 
and savings to make #ACTCRY SNEAKER AND SHOE OUTLETS your 
headquarters for brand name sneakers. 


DECK OXFORD SNEAKERS 
rec. PRICE Ove AW $399 
$6.99 PRICE 


Rubber herringbone, non-skid 





Famous Name 


$ 899 


OUR LOW 
DISCQUNT 
PRICE Reg. Price 

i $22.00 
if Perfect 


BASKETBALL SNEAKERS 


OUR LOW m 
a DISCOUNT *3°9 


PRICE 








612 to 14 








Nationally advertised 


PRO BASKETBALL OXFORDS 


REG. PRICE OUR LOW 
$12.99 DISCOUNT PRICE 


Padded top line and tongue, 
thick cushioned innersole 
rubber sole, 

toe guard, 

white, navy, and 

black stripes. 

Sizes 

642 to 14 


| 


| Rubber sole, cushioned 





innersole, arch suppor? 
Reinforced tce guard 
Black, White, 

Navy, Gold 

Sizes 10 to 2, 
2'2to6 

6°20 14 


CANVAS TENNIS SHOES 


OUR LOW 
Tt DISCOUNT $999 

















1st Quality MEN’S 
Leather Vico Tennis Shoes 


REG. PRICE OUR LOW ¢ gf agg 

PRICE $22.99 “DECOUAT "10" 
WOMEN’S SIZES 510 1087.99 | we 2a 
Be 


Made of corvas with full [ 
cushioned innersole and arch. | ¥% 
Rubber sole and toe. | 

Bive and white 

Sizes 6'2 to 13. 








Sizes 8 to 13 
BOYS ALL LEATHER SNEAKERS "*f°* °7.99 to °9.99 | 


[WOMEN’S TENNIS Famous nationally advertised 
‘SNEAKERS ouk tow $499 a eS 
0 
REG. PRICE po dd $ 9 99 
PRICE 
> Cotton upper. 
Crepe sole. Toe cap. 
Sizes 5 to 3 























Cotton duck upper. 
vy) Full cushioned innersole 
} Sizes 5 to 10 

















FAG IORY © OUTEELS 


“THE MONEYSAVER STORE” 


ER FOOTWEAR FOR THE 
SEE US AND SAVE! 


OF FAMOUS MAK 
LOW PRICES 


FEATURING A TREMENDOUS SELECTION 
ENTIRE FAMILY AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW 


e ACTON 

e BURLINGTON 
@FALMOUTH 
e HYDE PARK 
e STOUGHTON 
e SUDBURY 


Wed-Thurs.-Fri. 9-8 
Mon.-Tues.-Sat. 9-6 


469 GREAT ROAD 
RTE 2A 





265 CAMBRIDGE ST., LIBERTY PLAZA—Rte. 3A 
Mon. to Fri. 9-9 Sat. 9-6 





273 MAIN ST. 9-9 Mon.-Fri. 
FALMOUTH, MASS. 9-6 Sat. 


1661 Hyde Park Ave., between Cleary and Walcot? Sqs. 
364-4499 
Mon thru Thurs. 10-5:30 Fri. 10-9, Sat. 9+5:30 


43 CANTON ST., RTE 27-344-1617 
Mon., Tues., Wed. 10-5:30 Thurs., Fri. 10-8:30, Sat. 9-5:30 











100A Boston Post Rd., Rte. 20, Wayland-Sudbury Line. Turn at Dairy Queen, 


443-2814, 
Mon. Tues. Wed. 10-5:30. Thurs. Fri. 10-6:30 — Sat. $-5:30 


LONG PONS SHOPPING PLAZA Underneath the water tower next 
to BRADLEES Open Thurs., Fri., Sat. Eves. 'til 9 Tel. 394-2420 


Corner of North and Farwell Sts. Take River St. from Waltham. Take Pleasant St. frem 


e SO. YARMOUTH 
@ WEST NEWTON Steer ree men 2B ee 


FREE PARKING AT ALLST 














dealers as the most effective pro- 
tection against theft, the case- 
hardened chain has fallen out of 
favor because the case-hard- 
ening process, it seems, merely 
toughens the outer shell of the 
chain, leaving+a soft inner core. 
A thief with a good-sized bolt- 
cutter, either 24 or 36 inches, 
need only work on the outer cas- 
ing a bit until it cracks. In a re- 
cent experiment conducted by 
the MIT campus police, a 24- 
inch bolt-cutter worked its way 
through a three-eighths inch 
case-hardened chain in eight sec- 
onds. It took a 42-inch bolt-cut- 
ter only four seconds. Clearly, 
something tougher than case- 
hardened steel is required. 


A few years ago, the first ma- 
jor answer to the problem ar- 
rived on the market with much 
ballyhoo. The Kryptonite lock, 
developed by some bright young 
local student types, seemed to be 
the ultimate in bicycle protec- 
tion. It could not be cut by a 
bolt-cutter; it could not be split 
open with a hammer; it could 
not be torn apart with a crow- 
bar. Kryptonite, the invincible 
mineral of the Superman com- 
ics, seemed to be the invincible 
substance against which bicycle 
thieves had no effective attack. 


Today, after several model 
changes and refinements, the 
Kryptonite lock is still the hot- 
test item in local bicycle stores, 
despite a price tag of $17.50. The 
lock, which looks like an elon- 
gated padlock, is not quite per- 
fect, according to Peter Zane of 
KBL, Inc., its manufacturer. 
“No lock made by man is not 
vulnerable in one way or ano- 
ther,’ Zane says. “Give some- 
body enough time and the right 
tools, and they can get into it. 
But if somebody goes to the ex- 
tent of breaking open a Kryp- 
tonite, chances are he’ll get 
caught in the act.” Zane points 
to the example of a metallurgist 
friend of his, who designed a 
security system for ABM sites. 
The government specifications 
called for a lock made from a me- 
tal which could not be cut in a 
short period of time, not for one 
which could never be severed. 
“What man can make, he can 
destroy,’ Zane observes. 


The other’ major bike safety 
device to come along in the last 
few years is the Citadel lock. 
This apparatus alse looks like an 
elongated padlock, and is gold- 
colored and covered with plastic 
to keep the finish of the bicycle 
from being scratched. Like 
Kryptonite, the Citadel lock is 
highly resistant to the standard 
tools of bike thieves — the 
manufacturers of the Citadel 
lock claim that no buyer of their 
product has ever reported a theft 
to them. They proudly display a 
Citadel lock, cut partway 
through with a hacksaw, which 
one purchaser found when he re- 
turned to his bicycle. Some 
would-be thieves evidently gave 
up when their hacksaw wore out 
before the lock did. 

The Citadel people. empha- 
size their lock’s impermeability 
to hacksaws. — they claim it 
would take two hacksaw blades 
made from a special alloy to cut 
completely through — as its spe- 
cial advantage over competing 
products. 

The Citadel lock retails for 
$24.95, certainly a substantial 
investment, although an under- 
standable one in an age of $300 
bicycles and ballooning bicycle 
theft. Law enforcement agen- 
cies are beginning to recom- 
mend, either formally or infor- 
mally, that bike owners buy one 
of these locks, or at least a heavy 
case-hardened chain of more 
than an inch in diameter — a 
size too large for the smaller, 
more portable bolt-cutters. Bike 
owners are also urged to register 
their bicycles with the. police (in 
Cambridge they are required to, 
by a much-ignored law) and to 
engrave their names and identi- 
fying marks on the bicycle with 
an electric engraving pencil, 
available at many police pre- 
cincts. The cops would also like 
all bike owners to park in well- 
lit, well-populated areas, and to 
remove the rear wheel if pos- 
sible. The likelihood of bicycle 
owners taking all of these pre- 
cautions is slim, of course. But 
the theft rate would go down if 
they would take at least some of 
them. 

Or keep a sharp eye out for two 
kids peddling around on one bi- 
cycle. 








Repair 

Continued from page 8 

it’s time to check for a proper fit. 
When you are on the bike, your 
foot should be extended to its 
fullest when the pedal is at the 
bottom. You need not strain to 
reach bottom, but your leg 
should be straight with your 
knee locked. If your leg isn’t 
quiet straight, raise the seat. 
And make sure that seat is 
mounted parallel to the earth, 
without the horn or back tilted 
up. 

If you tape your handlebars, I 
recommend drugstore adhesive 
tape for a good grip. It gets grim- 
ey fast, but it lasts well and feels 
good. 

If you are riding a lightweight 
five or 10-speed and you don’t 
have toe traps, it’s time to get 
them. I. know, I know: you al- 
ways thought those little toe 
traps were strictly for hardcore 
fanatics and would cause you to 
tip embarrassingly to the side at 
intersections as you try in vain to 
extricate your foot. Well, you’re 
wrong. Those toe traps are es- 
sential to efficient riding; they 
increase your pedal efficiency by 
about a third and are as easy and 
natural to use as hush puppies. 
After a day’s use, you’ll find your 
feet slipping in and out of them 
sight unseen. 

Now a final check on those 
tires before you take off for 128. 
Most bicycles wobble around 
town with their tires woefully 
under-inflated. Pounds per 
square inch and other numbers 
are fairly confusing; the tires 


should generally have about 70 
pounds of pressure. But forget 
the numbers — there’s an easier 
way to make sure they are pro- 
perly inflated. When you are 
astride the bike with all your 
weight, look down to the points 
of contact with the ground. The 
tires should be round on the bot- 
tom. They should not flatten out 
at all. Keep inflating until the 
tires reach this condition and 
don’t worry about a_ blowout. 
Ten times as many blowouts oc- 
cur because of under-inflation 
than because of over-inflation. 

All right, so you’re riding along 
and you're attacked by dogs. At- 
tempting a kick usually lands 
you on your head. There is only 
one sure way of dealing with vic- 
ious dogs and that is a little item 
called an air horn, obtainable at 
most hardware stores and all 
boat supply stores. An air horn 
consists of a canister of com- 
pressed air and a horn with a 
hand trigger. This valuable de- 
vice can be mounted right on the 
frame (in a water bottle holder if 
you wish). No dog can with- 
stand those hundred-some dec- 
ibels with equanimity. For that 
matter, you can make yourself 
noticed by cars who would other- 
wise never know you were there. 
In the absence of the air horn, 
your most valuable device for 
preserving your own safety is 
your big mouth. No kidding. Be 
vocal when your rights are in- 
vaded! Shout at car drivers — let 
them know you are there. It is 
much less embarrassing to shout 
something idiotic and be seen, 
thereby avoiding an accident, 
than to keep mum and land in 
the hospital. A good bellow will 
also discourage most dogs. 
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, When you go 


with Raleigh... 
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you go with a Pro. 
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Brookline 
Cycle Shop 
324 
Washington St. 
Brookline 
232-0775 


Biketown 

12 

Brighton Ave., 
Belmont 
489-1122 


Harris Cycler, 


1286 
Washington St. 


West Newton 
244-1040 


Bicycle 


The Raleigh catalog is full of facts and 

specifications on every one of Raleigh's Exchange 
full range of bicycles. Pick up your copy 3 Bow St. ; 
at one of the Raleigh Franchised Dealers . 

listed below or send your name and ad- Cambridge 
dress and 25¢ for handling to: Raleigh 864- 1 300 
Industries of America, inc., 1168 Com- 


monwealth Ave., Boston, Mass. 02134 
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“Boston's Largest Army & Navy Store’ 


601 Washington St., Boston/426-6588 
557 Boylston St., Copley Sq./536-2433 L@€ RIDEIS 
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Follow the Bouncing Ball 


Travels with Michael 


By Mike Lupica 

Nothing about the wide and 
wonderful world of tennis sur- 
prises me anymore. 

In the last year I have watch- 
ed tennis at the Wicomico Civic 
Center in Salisbury, Maryland 
and at the All-England Club in 
London, England. I have stayed 
at a Howard Johnson’s in Tow- 
son, Maryland and at Rancho La 
Costa in California. I have seen 
Ion Tiriac hand a live lobster to 
Bi ie Jean King on a tennis 
court and the Duke of Kent pre- 
sent the Wimbledon trophy to 
Jimmy Connors on a red carpet. 
I made the first legal bet of my 
life in England, and it was cna 
tennis match. I won $200. 

At Bretton Woods, New 
Hampshire I saw a tennis match 
begin in one presidential ad- 
ministration and end in an- 
other. Rod Laver, one of the par- 
ticipants, came off the court that 
day and asked, “Well, who’s Pre- 
sident of the United States this 


hour?” 

While the Celtics flourished 
and the Bruins bombed and the 
Patriots peaked and the Red Sox 
dived, I spent the bulk of my 
time writing about topspin fore- 
hands: sliced backhands, drop 
shots, lobs, winners, aces, double 
faults and defaults. My vocab- 
ulary has been spiced by a whole 
new alphabet, which I had to 
learn with as much painstaking 
care as my original ABCs. I am 
actually able now to distinguish 
between USLTA, ILTF, ATP, 
WCT, WTT,- WTA, USTWA, 
IPA and the rest. I think. 

I have spent as much time per- 
using legal briefs as program 
stories. I was.served the first sub- 
poena of my life, at Forest Hills. 
Once, during the weekend be- 
fore Wimbledon began, I slept 
through a $41 million lawsuit. 

I have seen tennis begin to at- 
tract. the best young writers: 
Dave Hirshey of the New York 
Daily News, Peter Bodo of the 


National Star, Jim Sarni of the 
Fort Lauderdale News and, in 
particular, John Powers of the 
Boston Globe. This kind of tal- 
ent flocking to a sport is always a 
good sign. 

At Forest Hills last summer, I 
received a phone call from Paul 
Westphal of the Celtics, who 
wanted to know if I could get him 
weekend tickets for the US 
Open. He and his wife Cindy 
were willing to drive from Bos- 
ton just to get a tennis fix. My 
boss at this. newspaper still 
hasn’t forgiven me for not get- 
ting him Longwood tickets last 
August. 

What does all this mean? Just 
that tennis has become perhaps 
thé most complex, explosive and 
intriguing of our games, and that 
even in one twelve-month span it 
undergoes more violent change 
than any other sport in the 
world. What would have 
happened last April, for ex- 
ample, if someone had said that 


year Jimmy Connors 
as the very 
planet? That 
Wimbledon 


in one 
would be recognize 
best player on the 
he would win thi 
and Forest Hills ‘inals in six 
sets? Or that’ he would have 
played lucrative, circus-type 
challenge matches in Las Vegas 
against .Newcomhs and Laver 
that would draw ‘he largest tel- 
evision audiences tennis his- 
tory? Somebody would have 
grabbed you by ‘tie wristbands 
and stuck a therm: neter in your 
mouth, 

Fortunately for women’s ten- 
nis, the question of who is the 
best female player became a con- 
tinuing drama from week to 
week on the Virginia Slims tour 
this year. Chris Evert, the two- 
handed queen of 1974, would win 
one week. Margaret Court, re- 
turning for the second time after 
the birth of a child and a one- 
year layoff, would win the next. 
Virginia Wade, perhaps the most 


stirring and fetching of the. 


women, would put together 
back-to-back victories. Evonne 
Goolagong would win. And fin- 
ally there was the most serious 
pretender to Evert’s now-shaky 
throne, Martina Navratilova, 
the marvelous Czech teenager 
with the attacking game and the 
prodigious appetite, who this 
year became an authentic star 
and a brand new force to be reck- 
oned with. 

Which is not to detract in any 
way from the record Evert has 
compiled in the last year. The 56 
straight match wins she compil- 
ed last summer is some kind of 
incredible statistic whether it oc- 
curs in Paris, Rome, London or 
the Women’s “B” League at 
Charles River Tennis Center. As 
Miss Evert’s great and good 
friend James Connors was fond 
of saying at 1974 press confer- 
ences, “All I know is that I’ve 
never won 56 matches in a row.”’ 

Yet tennis, both men’s and 
women’s, is still viewed as a sec- 





directtire SALES 


MICHELIN TREADS YOU CAN AFFORD!!! 


TURN LOVE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 
at Sugarbush, Vt. 


In Europe, remoulded radial tires are the preferred method of obtaining superb handling, long wear 
and maximum safety at affordable tire prices. 

In America, only Technitread can produce remoulded radials of comparable quality and price to those 
sold in Europe. 

Technitread methods have been perfected in Europe for eighteen years. The tires are produced using 
carefully selected radial casings of European manufacturers, and are processed in equipment like that 
used in the production of new tires. 

These are not conventional retreads. Technitread remoulded radials are nearly impossible to dis- 
tinguish from new tires costing twice as much, and are so trouble free that we offer a FREE 
REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE. For 12 months against workmanship & material defects. 


MICHELIN ZX $9395 


TUBELESS 
F.E.T. INCLUDED 


Replaces 
560/13 
600/13,/A78/13 
165SR14 560/14,/645-14, B78/14 
155SR15 560/15 


FITS: Gremlin, Hornet, Dodge Colt, Simca, Porsche, V.W., Audi, Toyota, Peugeot, Sprite, 
Subaru, Fiat, Dasher, Mazda, BMW, Datsun, Open, Capri, Triumph, Saab, Renault, Lotus, MGB, 
Rover, Audi 100LS, BMW 1800, Alfa Datsun, Vega, Pinto, Austin, MGMidget. 


MICHELIN XAS $9Q°5 


TUBELESS 
F.E.T. INCLUDED 


ALPEN INN TENNIS CAMP 
June 22 - October 1 
Top-teaching, English pro Paul MacNamara 


. TENNIS VERMONT 
$275. $125. 


weekly weekends 





Play in cool breezes away from the city heat and 
humidity. You will love our Bavarian Inn and most 
of all will love the great tennis!!!! 

ENJOY: 

Small, group lessons with individual attention (24 
actual instruction hours) © 8 assistant pros ¢ 10 new 
all-weather courts ¢ 6 days and 5 nights lodging at 
Bavarian hotel ¢ 3 full meals a day * lounge with 
nitely entertainment © golf ¢ swimming pool ¢ horse- 
back riding * soaring * hiking © canoeing © softball ¢ 
volleyball ¢ morning and afternoon clinics © private 


— = 


TENNIS SHOP 


The Only place for your 
Tennis wear and Tennis fare 
259 Worcester Rd. — Rt. 9 


Natick e 
(diagonally across from McDonald’s) 


Size 
155SR13 
165SR13 


Inspection 
special 
4 for $90 





For Further Information & Reservations Contact: 


ALPEN INN Weitstd.vs 05673 


Phone 802-496-3416 























Size 


185SR14 Replaces 


735/14 78/14, 
700/14 ER78/14 
E70/14, 


FITS: BMW, Datsun 260Z, Pinto, Mercedes, Peugeot, Rover, Colt, Triumph, VW Wagon & Bus, 
Hornet, Javelin, Nova, Dart, Demon, Maverick, Mustang, Comet, Cougar, Omega, Valiant, 


Duster, Barracuda, Venture 


CHECK OUR PRICES ON NEW MICHELINS ALSO WE STOCK 
A COMPLETE LINE — XAS, ZX, XWX, XWW. 


CONTINENTAL TREADS YOU CAN AFFORD!!! 


These molds are designed specifically for the tires that come on new. VW's. They are exact 
replicas of VW designs applied to original equipment casings. 


CONTINENTAL $4 350 


560/15 F.E.T. INCLUDED 
for VW's 


Phone 235-1331 or 655-7797 
Open 10-4 daily, Wed. til 9 














Marathon 
Sports 


RUNNING 
SPECIALISTS 


We Stock All Size New Passenger, Truck Tires & Camper Tires 
Check Our Prices On Used Tires 


NO TRADE-IN NECESSARY 


ATHLETIC 
FOOTWEAR 


FET. INCLUDED 


923-1800 


| |) nae 
| BawwAMiaicar 
SS LZ 


42) of oe VO LOIN MING 


126 Galen St. 
Newton/ Watertown 





1654 Mass. Ave.Cambridge 
gacross trom Ho y Inne 














ond-class sport by many people, 
particularly those who are sports 
editors on the nation’s daily 
newspapers. Sports editors still 
lump tennis in there with wom- 
en’s Sumo wrestling, wheelchair 
basketball and dog racing. Take 
the Boston Globe, for instance. A 
couple of weeks ago, Chris Evert 
defeated Navratilova in the fin- 
als of the Virginia Slims cham- 
pionship in Los Angeles, an ev- 
ent which was the culmination of 
the enormously popular Slims 
tour and one which carried the 
richest prize on the regular 
women’s circuit: $40,000 to the 
winner. Coverage in the Globe? 
One paragraph in a roundup 
deep in the sports section. Ilie 
Nastase walked off the court in a 
televised match that day with 
Ken Rosewall in Tucson, then 
came back to win — that story 
got another paragraph. Some- 
body should whisper in appro- 
priate ears that Boston does hap- 
pen to be the best tennis town in 
the whole damn country. 

The sport keeps growing, 
though. Indeed, 1975 may be the 
year that the US Open Tennis 
Championships at Forest Hills 
outgrows the West Side Tennis 
Club. Starting with the first 
weekend there last year and con- 
tinuing right on through the sec- 
ond week, it was next to impos- 
sible to make one’s way through 
the alleyways separating the out- 
side courts. Ten years ago, be- 
fore the advent of open (i.e. legi- 
timate professional) tennis, the 








Martina Navratilova made a big hit on 


Open didn’t draw enough people 
to fill an MTA car. Now, there is 
talk of moving it to the Astro- 
dome or the Superdome or some- 
place. Another important sign of 
the times. 

Tennis seems to be forever 
getting ahead of itself. It is a 
sport of excesses. The World 
Championship of Tennis had 
success with 32 players, so it ex- 
panded to 64. The last two years 
it had operated with 84 players 


ieicteddll . 
the tour last year. 


in three circuits. That is too 
much. WCT will have to cut 
down to survive. 

The new challenge match idea 
is a good one. Why go through 
the hassle of a 32-man field or a 
64-man field if you can just place 
the players you want in the fin- 
als in something called a chal- 
lenge match? Why not make the 
match-up you want instead of 
hoping for it? But this, too, can 
be overdone. After Newcombe 
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and Connors, there should not be 
another challenge match for the 
rest of the year. Not even a re- 
match. There will be promoters 
who will want Connors to play 
Newcombe again, this. time in 
Australia. Or Connors vs. Borg 
in Stockholm, or Guillermo Vi- 
las vs. Connors in Buenos Aires, 
or Raul Ramirez vs. Connors in 
Mexico City. Or Connors vs. five 
players on Venus. The challenge 
match idea, like all others, must 


be controlled or it will destroy it- 
self. 

In fact, the sport itself must be 
controlled or it will destroy it- 
self. However right or wrong, the 
constant lawsuits and bannings 
and general pettiness are hurt- 
ing the game, at least in the pub- 
lic’s eyes. While tennis has be- 
come a major league sport in 
terms of television exposure and 
prize money, it is still managed 


‘with all the maturity of a little 


league baseball team. Bill Rior- 
dan, Donald Dell, Walter El- 
cock, Lamar Hunt — all of these 
people want to control the game. 
But too often their motives are 
self-serving, and this has got to 
stop. 


Perhaps the only solution to 
tennis’s ills is an all-powerful 
world commissioner, a la Pete 
Rozelle, who for all his short- 
comings has saved pro football 
time and again. Tennis needs a 
Rozelle-type leader, and maybe 
that leader should come from 
outside the sport. I mean, let’s 
face it, how hard is it to under- 
stand hitting the ball back over 
the net? 


I have a candidate for this ten- 
nis commissioner, by the way. 
He is a certain balding tennis 
freak by the name of Arnold Au- 
erbach. Believe me, there isn’t a 
person in the wide, wonderful 
world of tennis who’d dare speak 
back to Red. 

Somebody make him an offer 
he can’t refuse. 








Why settle for 
less than the best? 


Distributed by 
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P.0. BOX 485 FRANKLIN, MASSACHUSETTS 02038 


617/526-3245 
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Bob and Ray: The Prince and the Pauper 


Why the Redbacks came back 


By Mike Lupica 
If you like sports and know 
how to gamble, then you'll al- 
ways be interested in something 
and vou won't come to no real 

harm. 

Uncle Kenneth Puckett, 
in Semi-Tough 
This is a story about two Bos- 
ton men who like a sport: ten- 
nis. It is about how both of them 
took a gamble on tennis. One of 
them is real interested in some- 
thing: his bankruptcy hearing. 
The other — well, he hopes Un- 
cle Kenneth was right. He hopes 
he won’t come to no real harm. 
This is also a story about a 
tennis team named the Boston 
Lobs, which used to be the Bos- 
ton Lobsters but was actually 
the Philadelphia Freedoms. If 
you understand all that, then 
you’re a long way towards un- 
derstanding World Team Ten- 
nis, the league in which the 
Lobs/Lobsters/Freedoms play, 
and you may be able to make 


some sense out of the fable that 
follows. 
* 

The Pauper 

This short news item ran in 
the Boston papers last week: 

“The defunct Boston Lob- 
sters professional tennis team fil- 
ed a bankruptcy petition yester- 
day, listing $505,000 in debts 
and $14,000 in assets .... The 
team said it owed $237,000 on a 
loan from its president, Ray- 
mond J. Ciccolo of Lexington. 

“Among other claims from 
various creditors it listed $1339 


for tennis racket covers, $24,558" 


for t-shirts and jackets, $64 for a 
lobster trap and $1500 for tennis 
balls. 

‘Also: $26,200 to Boston Uni- 
versity for rental of its arena and 
erection of box seats; a $34,900 
loan from European Deliveries 
Inc., of Cambridge; and a $28,- 
689 loan from Gene Brown’s Vol- 
vo Village, Inc.” 

So you want to own a tennis 








r 


Your 
net worth 
is your 
business. 


~ 





ThE prince, current owner 


team, huh? Ray Ciccolo did. 
He’s the one trying to get an arm 
and a leg out of that $64 lobster 
trap. 

Now the “‘pauper” tag I have 
placed on Ciccolo is just one of 
those slick journalistic devices. 
He is no pauper. He still owns 
two Volvo dealerships in Bos- 
ton. He still has his home in Lex- 
ington, his kids, his lovely wife. 
He has his health. It’s just that 
$505,000 deficit that makes him 
a little jumpy sometimes. 






“Of course, we never thought 
we'd lose that much,” he says, 
candid as ever. “You could say 
the failure of the Boston Lob- 
sters exceeded our wildest ex- 
pectations. Once the money 
started to disappear, things just 
started to snowball.’ The meta- 
phor may be mixed, but it’s 
damned descriptive. Like a lot of 
other people in 1974, Ciccolo 
took the proverbial bath. 

But Ciccolo loved. the Lob- 
sters. He really did. He loved 
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Robert Mades, and the pauper, former owner Ray Ciccolo 


owning the Lobsters. He loved 
negotiating with players, hang- 
ing around the press room at big 
tournaments, and the big tour- 
naments themselves. The Bos- 
ton Lobsters were known around 
the world. Why? Because Cicco- 
lo’s team had the best t-shirts 
and jackets, racket covers and 
dress ties you ever saw. At the 
French Open, at the Italian 
Open, at Wimbledon — every- 
body wanted something with the 

Continued on page 20 
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You canplay better tennis 


enjoy it more. 


ni¢ a day) 


742-0570 





Helping 
you build it 
is ours. 





SECOND FEDERAL SAVINGS 
and Loan Association of Boston 


19 School Street, Boston. Mass. 02108 











Tennis is more fun when you 
play better... and you can 
play better tennis this year. 


Thousands of tennis players are win- 
ning more points, more games, more 
sets and more matches by following 
the expert instruction they receive 
every month in Tennis Magazine. 

And you can do the same. Month 
after month, Tennis Magazine will pro- 
vide you with the kind of helpful in- 
struction that can be easily applied to 
your practice sessions or competitive 
matches for the kind of improvement 
that will make tennis more fun for you. 


Tennis Magazine brings you the 
finest tennis instruction you can 
receive from any publication. 


Perhaps better than any other source 
because you can progress at your own 
pace and always have the material you 
need right in front of you. 

Top players like Rod Laver, Stan 
Smith, Margaret Court, Chris Evert, Pancho Gon- 
zalez, Don Budge, John Alexander and Fred Perry 
are among the many professionals who share their 
knowledge and experience with you on the pages of 
Tennis Magazine. You'll also receive valuable in- 
struction in our monthly series of “Tennis Tips,” 
submitted by U.S. Professional Tennis Association 
teaching pros from around the country. 

And all instruction is carefully reviewed and ap- 
proved for publication by members of the Tennis 
Magazine Instructional Advisory Board—a panel of 
tennis all-stars and top-notch teachers including 
Tony Trabert, George Lott, Vic Seixas, Ron Holm- 
berg and Bill Price—who know how to turn even the 
most difficult concepts into understandable, step- 
by-step words and pictures. 


Besides helping you improve your game... 
Tennis Magazine will keep you informed and enter- 
tained by presenting all the action, color and excite- 
ment of this great sport. You'll read about the stars, 


=4/ < 








the classic matches and the great tour- 
naments around the world. You'll keep 
up-to-date on the newest trends in 
equipment and fashion, and receive 
colorful features on resorts and travel 
for that tennis vacation. Pius informa- 
tion on tennis camps for you and the 
youngsters, tournament statistics and 
schedules, humor and news of all the 
other racquet sports. 





A money saving 
introductory ofier! 





As a special introduction for new 
subscribers, the coupon below can 
bring you savings up to $4.48, for 
trying 11 months of Tennis Magazine 
for only $3.77. That’s just about 
1.1¢ a day. 

Just complete the coupon and mail. 
In a few weeks you'll start receiving 
the help you need to begin improving 
your game and the information you need to round 
out your knowledge and Magazne ofthe Racquet Sports. 
enjoyment of the game. 


A publication of 
wid The New York Times 





Company 
a Sle GR Che a We cet Gis! EE ee AR 


(] Yes! I'd like to play better tennis. Enter 
| my subscription to Tennis Magazine at the § 
special introductory rate reserved for i 
new subscribers. é 


I ILISSUES FOR ONLY $3.77 4 


(A saving of $2.65 off the regular subscription price ’ 
' and $4.48 off what you’d pay at the newsstand.) 











{ NAME 5070 t 
§  Aooness & 
§ av STATE zip = | 
§ _CUMY PAYMENT IS ENCLOSED [) PLEASE BILL ME 7 
Mail to: i 
# TENNIS MAGAZINE OFFICIAL a 
SUBSCRIPTION OFFICE MONTHLY PUBLICATION 
: 1255 PORTLAND PLACE Tv, i 
J BOULDER, COLO. 80302 TENNIS ASSOCIATION ff 














THE WORLD'S FINEST BICYCLE 
PRESENTED TO BOSTON’S 
FINEST COLLEGES 


Student Sekine Canada, Ltd. would like to introduce you to 
Sekine — a'superior line of 5 and 10 speed bicycles — utiliz- 
ing the finest in Japanese design and technology. Shimano 
components are used throughout. 

For your Bicentennial Celebration, Sekine Canada, 
Ltd. would like to make a special limited offer to all 
students in the greater Boston area. Become your 
own sales agent for Sekine. 

Set up your intra-school sales organi- 
zation through your student agency. Save 
20% off regular retail price plus an addi- 
tional 4% to be rebated back to your 
organization. 

ml Your bikes can be serviced through 



















a Sekine authorized Boston dealer 
for this special offer. 
This special Sekine Bicentennial 


offer is good through May 31, 1975. 
local U.S. Marketing 


Pr ae 


SEKINE CANADA, LTD. 


222 West Central Street 
IN Fe hiel@um \Vfolotsrs (ale lois) ttc em Acle 


Attn: George Tichnor, 
Director Sales and Marketing, U.S.A. 


(617) 653-0799 
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SUDBURY SKATING & TENNIS CLUB 
Learn and Play Tennis in Just 3 Weeks! in our TLC* sessions 


Three 3-hour sessions *30. One session per week. Professional instruction on 
our fully air-conditioned, regulatién size courts — no alleys. 


CLINIC STARTING 
Tuesday, May 13, 10am-1pm 
Wednesday, May 14, 1-4pm 
Wednesday, May 14, 8-11pm 
Thursday, May 15, 7:30-10:30 pm 


Inquire About 
Summer Membership 
$25.00 


Unlimited play on 
outdoor courts. Reduced 
prices on air-conditioned 

indoor courts. 
*Tennis Learning Clinics 


INDOOR TENNIS FACILITIES 


THE COMPANY WITH EXPERIENCE 
DESIGN-ENGINEERING-CONSTRUCTION 
THE TOTAL SERVICE CONCEPT 





Ofticial Training Camp of the Boston Lobs 
Call SUDBURY SKATING & TENNIS CLUB 
31 Union Ave., Sudbury 


443-5116 Boston, 894-6400 








AMONT ASSOCIATES, INC. 
1105 Washington St., W. Newton, Mass. 
332-6034 
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TENNIS 
CONSTRUCTION, 
INC. 

95 Beaver St. 


Waltham, Mass. 02154 
617-893-8330 


Can you think of a tennis court that is more 
resilient, soft under foot, and saves on fatigue? 


Well, we did, and we have tt. 
KOR Coid System. 


We not only can offer you a 


tennis court, but we can also offer you a package 
id cevanmeal-miainer-lmelaelelarem 7e)a,an com cal-Malni tia melan cal: 
fence. So, if you are thinking of putting a tennis 
role a na melan ler san a-Salelrialialemenl-melal-m ae)emar-hU-ma lel uy 
look into RUB KOR Cold System first. 


We think you will LOVE it. 


For more information, call or 








It's called RUB 


new idea in just the 


Write Us 


















Tired of Waiting 


For Available Court Time? 


This Summer, 


Try A Tennis Weekend 


at Sugarloaf / USA 


And Walk Onto Any 


June 21-Sept. 7 


$25 per person includes two nights lodging at The Sugarloaf Inn or 
Mountainside Condominiums, one free tennis clinic, pool and gon- 


dola ride. 


Court Time: $5 per hour, per court weekends 
$4 per hour, per court weekdays 


For Reservations, call or write: 
Sugarloaf, Kingfield, Me. 04947 
207-237-2000 





Lobs 


Continued from page 18 

Lobster logo on it. It was the ten- 

nis craze of the summer. 
Unfortunately, while the Lob- 

sters were the craze, Ciccolo was 

in a daze. The money was going 

fast. The team finished the sea- 


‘son, but Ciccolo knew that he 


couldn’t take a similar financial 
beating the second time around, 
and he couldn’t gamble on team 
tennis turning itself around and 
becoming instantly lucrative. He 
spent the entire fall looking 
around for money men to buy 
into the team. He’d be close with 
a particular group, then they’d 
back off. He’d be close again, 
then the same story. 

“Everybody was hot to get into 
tennis,’ he says, “but nobody 
trusted World Team Tennis. 
You’d say World Team Tennis to 
someone, and all they’d be 
thinking was ‘World Football 
League.’ ”’ 

Through the winter Ciccolo 


looked for investors —- but with- . 


out luck. The date when WTT 
required its owners to post a 
$50,000 letter of credit for the 
1975, season came and passed. 
When Ciccolo went to the league 
meetings in Houston, he still did 
not have the $50,000 letter of cre- 
dit, and the Lobsters (plus five 
other franchises) were booted out 
of the league. 

“T would have only been fool- 
ing myself if I'd come up with 
that money,’’ Ciccolo says. 
“There is no way I could have 
operated the team in 1975 on my 
own.” 

Even with his back to the net, 
Ciccolo believed he could bail 
himself out and get the Lobsters 
back into the league. He receiv- 
ed assurances, he says, that if 
within a week after he dropped 
out of the league he could come 
up with new money for the Lob- 
sters, World Team Tennis would 
allow the team back in. He call- 
ed a press conference in Boston 
to announce this. He went back 
to his treasure hunt. 

Poor Ray. He played straight 
until the end. Others didn’t. 
WTT president Larry King (Mr. 
Billie Jean) began denying that 
the Lobsters would be let back 
into the league. Billie Jean, a 
WTT player, came to Boston 
and said the same thing. Rea- 
son? Dick Butera, owner of the 
Philadelphia Freedoms and one 
of the founders of the league, had 
grown disenchanted with his 
franchise. Billie Jean had been 
traded to the New York Sets at 
her own request. Butera had lost 
more money in 1974 than Cicco- 
lo. Butera wanted out. 


So Butera went to friend Larry 
King and explained his pro- 
blem. Larry’s heart went out to 
Dick. Larry started to think: “If 
Ciccolo really wants back in the 
league, and I take his franchise 
away for good, wouldn’t he want 
to buy a team that was avail- 
able and move it to Boston, a 
team like the Philadelphia Free- 
doms? Sure he would.” Larry 
figured it would solve all pro- 
blems. Ray would be happy, his 
friend Dick would be very happy. 

But nobody told Ciccolo until 
it was too late. While he had 
been busting his assets trying to 
get investors, King had already 
decided that the only way Ray 
could get back in was if he 
bought Butera’s team. It was a 
power play, and King and Bu- 
tera had the extra men. But 
when Butera asked more money 
than Ciccolo could afford, it 
looked like the power play had 
failed. 

And it looked like Boston ten- 
nis fans had seen the last of team 
tennis. 

The Prince 

Bob Mades had gotten to 
know Ray Ciccolo last summer 
when Mades was a Boston Lob- 
ster season-ticket holder. When 
the season was over, a mutual 
friend of Mades and Ciccolo told 
Bob that Ray was in financial 
trouble with the Lobsters. 

“If he needs to sell,’’ Mades 
said at the time, “let me know 
and I'll see if I can get a group to- 
gether.” 

Mades heard nothing more 
about a possible role for him 
with the Lobsters until this Fe- 
bruary when he was invited to a 
meeting in Boston attorney Phil 
Fine’s office. This was before the 
deal centered on Butera’s team. 


' Ciccolo at the time was looking 


for someone to buy all or part of 
the old Lobsters corporation. 

“T listened to the way the deal 
was structured,’ Mades says, 
‘“‘and I didn’t like what I heard. 
What they wanted basically was 
for someone to pick up the defi- 
cits of the old corporation. Now I 
didn’t know that the deficits 
were $500,000, but I did know 
that they were substantial. I 
ended up negotiating for the 
other investors there. We decid- 
ed not to buy the old corpor- 
ation.” 

By the time the Virginia Slims 
tour reached Boston in March, 
everyone was getting a little 
frantic, since the WTT season 
was fast approaching. Everyone 
was also in Boston. Butera was 
here because his good friend Jul- 
ie Anthony was playing. Ditto for 
Larry King with wife Billie Jean. 
And, of course, Mades was here. 

Continued on page 24 
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VS LARGEST CHAIN OF SNEAKER STORES 


SNEAKER CIRCUS 


SPONSORS OF WALTHAWM’S TEAM TENNIS I! 
presents 


the PRO TENNIS NUCON 


Tenms Nucons 


Tr iy 


i 





FEATURING 


Made from the same rugged craftsmanship as our All 
Purpose Nucon. ¢ guaranteed steel shank arch support 
— dated at time of purchase — ¢ special tennis design 
gum rubber sole ¢ Heavy duty duck canvas « plus an 
extra bumper on the toe for prolonged wear 


Over 18 dollar quality Tennis Shoe 
Sneaker Circus Regular Low Price 9.47 
265 Lexington St., Waitham 
Near Moe Blacks, across from Chesterbrook Restaurant 


OPEN 
MON. THRU FRI. 9-9:30 SAT. 9-6 











Tel: 891-1100 
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FREE! FREE!FREE! 


p. NOW - lessons and receive a can. of three new 
S ; pionship tennis balls. Played in 
it Tournaments than any other ball 


ee 


TENNIS LESSONS 


HOURS 


4-two hour sessions 

olalmiarelele) anerelelac: 

At THE TENNIS 
TEACHING CENTER 


er person 
people per class Sa 


for beginners, advanced beginners, 
and intermediates 


COMPARE US! 
SIGN UP NOW =) Mor. \ RB) ice 


See Belen & Vici” of NE. the TENNIS TEACHING CENTER 
ervi 
Call: 875-4200 877-1010 


ANNOUNCING “«... 


ops vat 3 The Yankee Peddlar Bike Shop 


Has Re-opened In It’s New Location In 


THE HANOVER PLAZA 


Rte. 53 (Across from Stone‘s Dept. Store) 


~ TO CELEBRATE, WE ARE OFFERING THE 
ARV FOLLOWING TREMENDOUS $SAVINGSS: 
Ce SALE STARTS APRIL 23rd thru MAY3rd. 
+) “ Limited Quantities On All Bikes — So Hurry In! 


Latour su5¢4 35] Gran Prix sw *4 35 


We wy the lightness, $420 all si0 * G5 Newest ss 


and performance —Z 
of Aerospace Technology / Sekine 10 sp. 


d earth. ‘naam eee 
N ® Alloy ‘ene aes Crank 
Own. to pts gaa sash 9900/ j \ SALE FD sone pos erates 
nd rename’ @ Shimano Titlist Der. 
| o Se or. @ Alloy Rims Araya 


¢ Deep drop alloy handlebars. | a0" anne Sty ff © 0.8. Hubs Shimane 


e Quick release, center-pull aerospace alloy 


brakes. Peugeot 


e Aerospace alloy fork with sloping crown. ust SALE 
¢ Double-butted spokes. % Vos sus $435 
e Aerospace alloy pedals with needle bearings. 20 2 PX.10 3 #990 


e Shimano Titlist Derailleur. DISCOUNT 


KING CYCLE |||\ 


ALL BIKES FULLY ASSEMBLED, FULLY TUNED & FULLY GUARANTEED 
275-2035 275-2035 FAST EXPERT REPAIRS ON ALL BIKES he 
198 Great Road, Bedford Sq FULL LINE ON PARTS & ACCESSORIES oe 
2 min. off 128 at Routes 4-225 <e fics Open Every Night — Tel. 526-3679 6B 2 
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Van Alen—A Long Shot at Longwood? 


Not if Ed Hickey has anything to say about it 


By Len De Luca 

Every year in mid-August, the 
junction of Route 9 and Ham- 
mond Street on the Brookline- 
Newton line becomes the focal 
point of serious international ac- 
tivity. For it is there, in the tidy, 
well-kept forum of the Long- 
wood Cricket Club, that the pro 
tennis tour plays one of its old- 
est and most prestigious tourna- 
ments. The US Pro at Long- 
wood has seen two epic final 
matches in recent years: two 
years ago, Jimmy Connors vs. 
Arthur Ashe in five sets and last 
year Bjorn Borg vs. Tom Okker. 
Its prize money — $100,000 to be 
garnered out — makes the Long- 
wood tour stop an annual at- 
traction for the best young and 
old names on the circuit. 

So why is it changing its scor- 
ing? 

It would seem that the offi- 
cials of the Longwood tourney, 
playing to overflow crowds and a 
blast of press coverage Monday 


through Monday, should be ex- 
tremely happy to maintain the 
status quo. But the tournament 
is sponsored by the New Eng- 
land Merchants National Bank. 
Ed Hickey, who has become as 
prominent in the inner workings 
of the circuit’s pros as any spon- 
sor in the world, is a person who 
is constantly looking for in- 
creased public appeal. Hickey 
wants the crowds at Longwood to 
see the name stars more often in 
the opening rounds — before a 
Brian Gottfried, for example, 
shocks an Ilie Nastase. For that 
reason Hickey will decide in the 
next two weeks whether to bring 
the Van Alen Simplified Scor- 
ing System to the US Pro. 
VASSS, despite its alliter- 
ative length, is simple. Hickey 
described it, in the most basic of 
terms, “like scoring a ping pong 
match.” The game (and match) 
is won by the first player to reach 
31 points. If the score goes to 30- 
30 (that’s 60 points played, not 
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Don’t Laugh! 


Firefighters on ROSS® bicycles may 
seem silly to you but it makes a 
whole lot of sense to the folks living 
on Fire Island, New York. 


You see, most motor vehicles are 
banned on the island. There are no 
roads or highways. Just miles of 
beach, narrow sidewalks, and prom- 
enades that even 4-wheel drive ve- 
hicles have some difficulty negotiat- 
ing. Sub-Zero Atlantic: winter winds 
put an end to quick engine starts. 
Add thousands of summer sun-wor- 
shippers and even walking can get 
to be a problem. 


That's why Chief Mike Minski and his 
company of pedal pushing Volunteer 
Fire Island Firefighters use ROSS® 
lightweight bicycles to get where 
they're going quickly, safely and 
without delay. They demand depend- 
ability...and that’s where over a quar- 
ter of a century of experience and 
our quality control program come in. 
We check and re-check every single 
step of our manufacturing process to 
ensure only the finest hand-crafted 
quality bicycles. That means you 
enjoy unlimited, trouble-free riding 
pleasure. 


MEMBER: BICYCLE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


For the location of your nearest 
ROSS® Authorized Dealer, see your 
local Yellow Page Directory. 
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four as in a traditional “30-all’’), 
then a five of nine sudden death 
is played. The service switches 
every five points. 

Jimmy Van Alen of New- 
port’s Casino Tournament and 
Virginia Slims stop is the inven- 
tor of the system. Van Alen has 
turned from an archetypal ten- 
nis baron of the °40s, ’50s and 
early ’60s to the leading lobbyist 
for change on the -tennis cir- 
cuits, particularly in reference to 
the inclusion of his VASSS for 
major tournaments. 

The virtues of the system are 
its native simplicity and clarity. 
One wonders, though, if tennis 
still suffers from public ignor- 
ance of the basic facets of the 
game (i.e., scoring) as it did 
when Van Alen first introduced 
VASSS in the mid-’60s. On the 
negative side, in a crucial match 
a loser may win all his serves and 
still lose 5-4 in sudden death (af- 
ter 19 successful service points). 
The players naturally object to 
this situation. 

Hickey, however, is looking at 
VASSS in the context of the first 
two rounds only, in an effort to 
give the fans a better chance to 
see all whom they wished to see 
before the player either loses or 
the fan can’t afford to come 
again. Therefore, the bank pre- 
sident has dreamed up a pro- 
posal which he’ll bring before the 
Association of Tennis Profes- 
sionals (the bulk of the players’ 
organization, otherwise known 
as the one Jimmy Connors and 
his manager Bill Riordan aren’t 
in). When the 64 tournament 
players arrive on the first Mon- 
day of the US Pro, rather than 
having them play in 32 first- 
round best-of-three matches, 
Hickey wants to introduce the 
concept of 16 flights of four play- 
ers each. Each flight would play 
in a round-robin series of three 
singles VASSS matches and 
three doubles, playing with a dif- 
ferent partner each time. The 
winners of the sixteen flights, 
who would then emerge and en- 
ter traditionally played matches 
for the final four rounds, would 
be determined by the number of 
points they scored in the six 
matches. 

The matches using the VASSS 
system have averaged about 30 
minutes per 31-25 or 26 game. Of 
course, a close match would be 
longer, but at least ‘the crowd 
would know they were watching 
something with a sense of in- 
stant finality. Also, the courts 
would have a constant turnover 
of players, and thus the paying 


customers would see more than ° * 


eight people play per-session. 

The players have traditional- 
ly had another question about 
VASSS-type round-robin tour- 
naments. Sure they've been au- 
dience pleasing, and the players 
themselves would have a chance 
to try out their game on three 
players in the first two rounds. 
But, the ATP asks, “how do we 
get paid?” 

Usually, in a $100,000 tourna- 
ment like Longwood, the first- 
round losers get $300. Hickey 
proposes a five dollars-a-point 
remuneration in the new VASSS 
scheme. The bottom rung of the 
players on the tour are sure to 
object. What if an Eric Van Dil- 
len is placed in the same flight as 
Vijay Amritraj, Vitas Gerulaitis 
and Jan Kodes. Poor Eric might 
return to his home penniless. 
Hicky counters this by saying 
the possibility of a three-on-one 
disparity like the one mention- 
ed is very low. By separating the 

Continued on page 24 
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Continued from page 22 

top seeds (usually 12) and the 
next four players into different 
flights, the equal distribution of 
first-round talent should be 
achieved. So that would mean 
one time some player might be 
blown out, say, 31-12. But in his 
other two matches, assuming he 
loses both, scores of 25 would net 
him $310 for his efforts. 

But the Merchants Bank and 
the Longwood Committee are 
not ready to announce official 
adoption of the Van Alen plan 
with Hickey’s modifications. 
They will defer to the body of the 
ATP. That sets up the decision 
process which must be com- 
pleted pretty soon. In accor- 
dance with Arthur Ashe’s busy 
schedule, the kickoff announce- 
ment for the press will occur on 
May 5 or 19. Hickey wants Ashe, 
player president of the ATP, to 
be in on the discussions. If the 
players’ natural skepticism can 
be held at bay and the big wor- 
riers pacified, then the VASSS 
system, as amended by the Hic- 
key plan, will be a reality in the 
opening two rounds at Boston’s 
top summer sports attraction. 

But while VASSS has a good 
chance to enter the US Pro, the 


fe 
\ Bo say Ry, ih Te: Se ee P 


Action at last year’s US Pro 


presence of Jimmy Connors is 
not nearly as possible. Connors 
and Riordan snubbed the US Pro 
last year because Hickey gave 
$25,000 to the ATP and pro- 
mised zero to their competing or- 
ganization, the Independent 
Players Association (a Riordan 
creation to showcase his 22-year- 
old protege). Since then, all has 
not been rosy between the vola- 
tile Riordan and the ATP’s 
leaders, Jack: Kramer and Don- 
ald Dell. Riordan filed a suit 
against Kramer and Dell for al- 
legedly preventing Connors from 
playing in the French and Ital- 
ian Opens, thereby disallowing 
Connors a shot at the Grand 
Slam. That suit’s damages have 


never been officially released. 
Just last week Kramer filed a 
three million-dollar libel suit at 
Connors and Riordan. Kramer’s 
actions seem more like a warn- 
ing to Riordan to “stop saying 
those awful things about me and 
causing me such a hassle,” than 
any serious litigation. But still, 
the 1973 champion at Longwood 
will probably not appear in 
Brookline — unless Chrissie Ev- 
ert plays an exhibition. some- 
where. 

Connors’s absence will be felt. 
It may just be that because of 
this loss to crowd appeal, Hic- 
key is looking to Jimmy Van 
Alen and VASSS to spark his 
tournament. 
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Wouldn’‘t you like to walk into a bicycle shop P 
and find just what you're looking for? At ‘’ 
Laughing Alley we try to fit each person with 

a bicycle to suit his or her particular needs, 
desires and budget. 
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Full Line of Parts & Accessories 


ffers a FREE Bike Repair Clinic 
Designed To Meet Your 
Everyday Bike Needs 








51 HARVARD ST. 
_ALLSTON 
Tel. 783-5832 
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Lobs 


Continued from page 20 

Every night, the three of them 
would meet. Sometimes Cicco- 
lo, trying to stay in the picture, 
would be there. Finally, a deal 
was worked out, and Mades de- 
cided to buy the Freedoms and 
move them to Boston. 

“We bought the package,” 
Mades says. “‘But we had to hold 
our noses because it stunk.” 
Mades, who has the controlling 
interest in the team, says that he 
picked up no liabilities from the 
Freedoms, just the team’s draft 
list and its Sportface tennis 
court. He will not say how much 
it cost, but “it was not between 
$500,000 and one million, as 
some people have reported. Be- 


lieve me, it was not nearly that 
much.” 

Mades was in the league, but 
barely. He had a court and a 
draft list, but no coach or play- 
ers or arena. He had a schedule 
with six matches in Boston. He 
had no name for his team. 

“The hard part was that we 
didn’t get into the league until 
March,” he says. “They really 
tucked it to us. But if you want 
in, you just bite your tongue and 
go. I wanted in. So I shut. my 
mouth and went to work.” 

And went to work he did. The 
41-year-old owner of the MM 
Mades Company, a wholesale 
meat business which sells to 
hotels and restaurants, brought 
Ion Tiriac back as player/coach. 
He bought the rights to Raz Reid 
from Indiana. He re-signed Ker- 
ry Melville, who was on the 
Philadelphia list. He signed 
Wendy Turnbull, plus two other 


name players (one male, one fe- 
male) who will be announced 
shortly. He named the team the 
‘‘Lobs.”’ 

The home matches will be 
called ‘‘festivals,” which will be 
doubleheaders with three other 
league teams involved. These 
will be split between Boston Gar- 
den and Walter Brown Rink. All 
of them will be played on week- 
ends. On one night, fans will be 
able to see players like John 
Newcombe, Dick Stockton, the 
Amritraj brothers, Rosie Casals, 
Ross Case, Geoff Masters, Billie 
Jean King and Virginia Wade. It 
just might be fun. 

“T'll tell you,’’ says Mades, 
“I’m a lot more confident right 
now than I was in February. Last 
year this league was selling a new 
concept. Now we're selling a lot 
more names.” 

Incidentally, anybody want to 
buy a Lobster t-shirt? 








Boston Harbour Tennis Club 


653 Summer St. 
Boston, MA. 02210 


Top Notch Instruction For The Summer 
For the first time the club will be available to non- 


members for instruction, individual and 


Clinic, by 


reservation only, during the summer season May 


25-Sept. 27 © 


Specific junior programs Limited summer memberships 
Eight fully air-conditioned courts 


available 


Non-members welcome. 
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availabie 


Restaurant and Lounge 


Exercise room 


Ample free parking 


Call for details 269-8130 Tennis camps, clinics, tournaments 
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Ft. Lauderdale Is Where the Girls Are 


Move over, Chrissie 


By Jim Sarni 

FORT LAUDERDALE — Af- 
ter Chris Evert won her Wimble- 
don title last summer, the city 
fathers of this tennis paradise 
decided to honor her achieve- 
ments and those of the other ten- 
nis players here, who have made 
the city synonymous with the 
sport. The idea was proposed to 
erect a statue of a tennis player 
at the city’s limits to welcome vi- 
sitors to the “Tennis Capital of 
the World.”’ 

Although the statue is not in- 
tended to resemble anyone — 
Chris appreciates everything her 
townspeople have done for her 
already and doesn’t like people 
making a fuss over her — the fig- 
ure will most likely be female, 
preferably pony-tailed, and most 
certainly wailing a two-fisted 
backhand. . 

Connie Francis would not re- 
cognize Fort Lauderdale today. 
From Where The Boys Are, it 
has been transformed into 
Where The Girls Are. And where 
they are is playing tennis on 
some 713 courts (there were only 
42 courts ten years ago). 


The traditional sandlot is Florida pro Red Reid watches as Jenny Balent works out. 


Holiday Park, the city’s public 
park. Here, from sunrise to sun- 
down, the young players groom 
their games on the native green 
Florida clay. 

Jimmy Evert, the city’s 
teaching pro, taught Chris the 
game as soon as she was old 
enough to grasp a racket. Young- 


er daughter Jeanne (16) and son 
John (14) picked up the game 
and are advancing at their own 
age levels. The only member of 
the family who Jimmy can still 
beat is Clare, the Everts’ young- 
est child. Clare is six and al- 
ready has the familiar Evert 
backhand. So don’t be surprised 


if one day she joins her big:sis- 
ters on the pro tour. 

Besides Chris and Jeanne, 
Fort Lauderdale also boasts an- 
other pair of tennis sisters — 
Laurie and Carrie Fleming. Lau- 
rie is 19 and one of Chris’ closest 
friends. Carrie, 16, won the Girls 
18 title two summers ago and 


then turned pro last year at the 
Virginia Slims championships in 
Boca Raton. 

The Fort Lauderdale teenage 
troop is ever-expanding. Lele Fo- 
rood, now a freshman at Stan- 
ford, won the state high school 
championship for St. Thomas 
Aquinas last May. It was the six- 


th straight year that St. Thom- 
as had produced the top girl 
player (Chris having won four 
and Jeanne one). Judy Gfroerer, 
a senior at Fort Lauderdale 
High, has played in some Vir- 
ginia Slims events and has pro 


ambitions. ; 
Continued on page 26 





All Tennis 
Instruction 


Is Not 


Created Equal. 


At TENNIS/NOW, we teach in groups of 
never more than six, using experienced 
pros, videotape equipment, and ball 
‘ machines. We also have films, instruc- 
tional aids, and a method of teaching 
developed by Arnie Brown, who has 
turned players into national cham- 
pions. TENNIS/NOW, open seven days 
a week for quality instruction and ball 
machine practice at your convenience 
— daytime, evenings, weekends. 21 
different adult and junior courses for 
players at every level of ability, in- 
cluding those who have never played 
before. Visit our unique facility at 12 
Watertown Street, across the bridge 
from Watertown Square, or call 924- 
6363. TENNIS/NOW. When there’s a 
better way to teach tennis, we’ll be the 
first to use it. 
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Learning and Practice Center. The First 
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Adult and Junior Summer Day 


Camp 
under the personal direction of 


Arnie Brown 


Special Junior Training Session 
5-day sessions (Monday-Friday) 
for Adults and Juniors 
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for Adults 

weekend sessions (Saturday-Sunday) 
for Adults 


June 25-28 
June 30-August 31 
weekly 
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Multi-Week 
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for information please call 924-6365, or stop by at 
TENNIS/NOW, 12 Watertown Street 


across the bridge from Watertown Square 
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Girls 
Continued from page 25 

And then there are the young- 
er kids, like 12-year-old Shelley 
Solomon, sister of clay court star 
Harold Solomon. 

And Jennifer Balent. 

Jenny won the national Girls 
14 title last summer in Little 
Rock, and she is already being 
compared to Chris Evert as a 
possible superstar. 


She looks like Chris, she plays 
like Chris and she acts like Chris 
on the court. During the Virgin- 
ia Slims tournament last year in 
Boca, she even wore an old dress 
of Chris’. 

Jennifer has dominated her 
age group — 14 and under — 
with machine-like precision. 
Playing in both 14-and-under 
and 16-and-under tournaments, 
Jennifer compiled a streak of vic- 
tories even longer than Chris’ 
amazing 56-match run. Before 
losing in the quarterfinals of the 
national Girls 16 tournament, 


Jennifer had won 12 straight 
tournaments and 66 consecutive 
matches. The winning streak 
spanned such tough tourna- 
ments as the National Girls 14 
Indoors and the Orange Bowl 
tournament. 

“She has the potential to be a 
star,’’ says Jimmy Evert. She al- 
so has the attitude to make it big 
in a very competitive girls’ ten- 
nis field these days. 

“T love tennis,” she said dur- 
ing a break at Holiday Park. 
“It’s my whole life, and I just 
want to be as good as I possibly 
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IT’S EASY TO FIX YOUR BIKE by John W. McFarlane is the best bicy- 
cle repair book on the market because it is so easy to understand. 
Through hundreds of pictures, the author shows you how to make step- 
by-step repairs and covers all aspects — gears, brakes, frames, tires, 
tools. Over 200,000 copies sold! 
It’s Easy To Fix Your Bike 


At your local bookseller. 
Follett Publishing Co., Chicago 


$3.50 paper 


can.” 

Jennifer was first handed a 
tennis racket at the age of sev- 
en. Two years later, she made up 
her mind that tennis would be 
her future. 

She threw off her hula hoop 
(she was a Florida state champ), 
told the Children’s Theater that 
she was through being cast as a 
mouse and cancelled her ballet 
class. 

For Jennifer, it was tennis, 
morning and afternoon. And 
please don’t let it rain today. 

“During school I would try to 
play an hour and 15 minutes 
every morning and then some 
more after school,”’ said the teen- 
ager. “During the summer, I 
spend all day at either Holiday 
Park or Marina Bay.” 

At the new Marina Bay hard 
courts, Jennifer is able to devel- 
op her game on the faster sur- 
face as well as getting the chance 
to practice during longer ses- 
sions. Her coach, Red Reid, a 
former assistant to Jimmy Ev- 
ert at Holiday Park, is the head 
pro at Marina Bay. 


“I first met Jennifer at Holi- 
day Park,’’ remembers Reid. 
“She was always there early in 
the morning before school. I felt 
sorry for her because she had no- 
body to play, so I started play- 
ing with us and then working 
with her. She was very devoted 
and a hard worker. She kept get- 
ting better and better.” 

Although cast in the basic 
two-hand — backhand-and-base- 
line mold of her older contem- 
poraries, Jennifer has the mak- 
ings of a more aggressive player. 

“I’m a patient player,” she 
said. ‘“‘But when I get a shot, I 
like to take a chance and come 
up to the net. My volley’s my 
worst shot at the moment, but 
I’ve been working on it as well as 
my serve and my ground- 
strokes.” 

Jennifer doesn’t get much 
competition from the girls in the 
city. For a good match, she has 
to play the top junior boys, John 
Kennedy and John Evert, as well 
as a number of older men play- 
ers. 
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Jennifer has started high 
school, but high school tennis is 
not her major goal. “I'd like to 
play in some of the satellite pro 
tours in the area,” she said. 

“IT think she’ll do well, espec- 
ially if they are on clay,” said 
Reid. “I felt she had an amazing 
summer. She surprised a lot of 
people. Her game has really im- 
proved since November.” 

In winning the Girls 14 cham- 
pionship, Balent unseated de- 
fending champion Zenda Liess of 
Daytona Beach, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, in 
an epic three-hour battle in 90- 
degree Arkansas heat. It was 
Jennifer's first win over Zenda in 
five tries. She then went on to 
win the consolation rounds of 
both the Girls 16s and the Girls 
18s. 

“She won five matches on 
grass in the Girls 18s, and it was 
the first time she had ever play- 
ed on the stuff,”’ said Reid. 

Jennifer will always remem- 
ber her first experience on the 
strange surface. She reached for 
a shot, skidded on the slippery 
grass and ended up in the next 
court. 

Reid has no timetable for Jen- 
nifer as she reaches stardom. 

“When you set a date to turn 
pro, you always end up with pro- 
blems and pressures on your- 
self,” he said. ‘“‘We’ve talked it 
over, and we feel that it’s best to 
wait and see how it goes. Hope- 
fully, she will finish junior ten- 
nis first. In the end it will be Jen- 
nifer’s decision.” 

In the meantime, Jennifer will 
continue to play tennis daily. It 
is her vocation. She will play af- 
ter school at Cardinal Gibbons. 
She will be the last one to leave 
Holiday Park each night as the 
sun goes down at eight p.m. 

She does have one diversion, 
though. 

“I play the clarinet,’’ she said. 
‘My mother’s very musical, and 
she’s had me playing it for years. 
I take it with me when I travel to 
tournaments, but I never seem to 
have the time to play it.” 

With Chris Evert approach- 
ing her wedding day and possib- 
ly moving to California with her 
husband-to-be, Jimmy Con- 
nors, Fort Lauderdale will need a 
new favorite daughter. 

Perhaps Jennifer Margaret 
Balent will be the Cinderella of 
Forest Hills in two years. 

‘People try to compare Jenni- 


| fer with Chris at a similar age,” 


said Reid. ‘It really can’t be 
done. There are a lot of things 
you can’t compare. Chris was 
very eager at 14. She was always 
playing tennis. Jennifer is also 
eager; she’s always on the court, 
too. And she’s also as determin- 


ed.”” 
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The t three- aries look has 
P come to Tennis with Rien aes a5 
P new color coordinated court, 
F wear made from cool cottons 
™ new ADIMAILLE- ARNEL* f 
E adidas actiontailored shorts and ~ 
shirts are available in a variety of 
and colors including a three-stabe: 
adidas print on collar and pocke 
and traditional solid colors. -", 
See the new adidas”. 
look at your favorite t 


shop or sporting good 
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See Your Local adidas Dealer 





Sure Fuyis have a lot of class. 

But they're a lot more than a status symbol. 
They’‘re the finest designed and engineered bicycles 
that money can buy. 


d ast what the doctor ordered. 


And no wonder. Because behind every Fuji is 
Dr. Sugihara, the holder of one of the world’s few 
PhDs in cycling. 

His influence is especially reflected in Fuji 
frames. Each has a geometry to meet the unique 
requirements of riders, wheter they are casual 
tourers or racers. 

Take our new Dynamic for example. Its frame 
has a long wheel base, moderate angles and gener- 
ous fork rake. These are factors which contribute to 
the comfortable, shock-absorbing ride the touring 
cyclist wants. 

Our Fuji Ace, on the other hand, has a frame 
with a short wheel base, steep angles and limited 
fork rake for that special responsiveness the com- 
petitive cyclist needs. 


Great strength. Great beauty. 
Fuji frames are not only made to give you the 

type of ride you want, but the durability you need. 
First, only the top grades of straight gauge and 

double butted tubing are used in their construction. 

After precise mitering and matching of the tubes, 

they are fitted into lugs and very carefully brazed at 

the lowest possible temperature. 

To make Fuji frames beautiful, as 
well as to offer protection, they are elec- 
trostatically painted with four coats of 
baked-on enamel. 


Spinning wheel must go round. 
If anything makes a difference in the per- 
formance of a bicycle, it is wheels. Spin the ones on 
a Fuji and you'll see how easily they go around. 
There’s a good reason for it. Only the best rolling 
hubs and lightweight steel or alloy rims are used in 
building them. 


Geared for action. 


| As you examine a Fuji, notice the rear gear 
cluster. On touring models you'll see a wide range of 
cogs designed to tame the terrain 
from flatlands to steep hills. On ¢ 
Fuji racing modets close ratio 
cogs are selected forthe high \ 
cadence techniques required in — 
competition. | 

The derailers on Fuji bicycles 

have been selected for their reliability and 
positive, smooth shifting. 


Allthe best. 


For that matter, all the components are superb 
and are planned to complement each other — the 
brakes, the crank, the pedals, the saddle as well as 
every item necessary to complete a quality design. 

Satisfy your desire to own a great bicycle, buy 
the most satisfying bicycle there is — a Fuji. See your 
dealer, he’s just like the bike he sells, classy. 





1013 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 





